ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service
of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William
Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.
During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as at City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005
and our playground was added in
2012.

This

week we had a water feature, one of
the finishing pieces (see picture), added to
our columbarium and I was overwhelmed
by what I experienced the moment I entered the garden. As I looked around at the
beauty and tranquility, I was taken back
nearly eight years ago to a day when I was
with the Carriel family and we were trying
to do a service of committal. It was a day when I-85 had had an
accident and every semi travelling the east coast seemed to be on
Franklin Blvd. Shouting at the top of my lungs, we struggled
through what was still a very Holy time, but it was something I
prayed would not happen to another family.
The work started slowly; there were many questions about why we
did this and why we didn’t do that. We started and stopped and
started again with the interior design after the walls were completed. One person even said they hoped the columbarium would be
completed before they died. All things being equal, it probably
took longer than it needed, and I am sure it would have looked
differently if we had kept to a rigid time schedule, but personally I
am extremely happy with the way things have come together.
As I stood in the middle of that space and listened to the water
trickling over the edges of the rock, the sound of the traffic on the
other side of the walls seemed far, far away. I was moved by how
the fountain spoke to me scripturally and immediately I heard the
verse
He opened the rock, and water gushed forth; it
flowed through the desert like a river. Psalm 105:41
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and also
I will stand there before you by the rock at Horeb.
Strike the rock, and water will come out of it for the
people to drink." So Moses did this in the sight of the
elders of Israel. Exodus 17:6
For me the fountain brings everything in our space together and is
a reminder that while Moses strikes the rock, it is God who brings
forth the water.
The work surrounding the columbarium is a metaphor of what is
taking place here in our parish. There was a time when this parish
was distracted by the chaos of the world and while it was a Holy
time in the life of St. Mark’s, I think to some degree it was a struggle for many.
Together we started our new journey by establishing some boundaries, building the framework of who we are by defining what our
ministry is and what it is not. Some asked why we did this and
why we didn’t do that. We have started and (continued on page 2)
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Worship Services
Regular Service Schedule
5:00 pm Saturdays Contemporary Eucharist in Belmont
Sundays 8:00 am
Eucharist Rite I with sermon
& music
9:30 Family Service Rite III in
Parish Hall
Java & Jesus Adult Class in
Balthis
10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
with sermon & music, followed by coffee hour

Weekday Services
8:00 - 8:45 am Monday Thursday, Morning Prayer
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday,
Monthly HE at Covenant
Village
7:00 pm 2nd Thursday,
HE w/Healing, Order of St.
Luke

(continued from page 1) stopped and started again with ideas and ministries; some have come and gone and others are bearing much fruit.

We have been given the gift of living water in our congregation and it
can be found in our worship services - daily Morning Prayer, Wednesday communions, Thursday Order of St. Luke healing services, Saturday contemporary, and Sunday Eucharist. Living water can be found in
the formation we share through EfM, Bibles studies, Sunday classes,
Cursillo, Daughters of the King, ECW Circles, The Brotherhood of St.
Andrew, EYC and others. We are invited to drink from the well of life
in our common life together of fellowship and caring for one another.
This may sound like it is all about us. Everything I have described
here, in church language would be termed “inreach.” Normally that is
not a good thing for a church to be. I often share with care givers that
you can not take care of someone else if you are not healthy yourself.
There needs to be a balance.
And I truly believe that our parish is the healthiest it has been in some
time. As a result, we are in a better place to share Christ with the
world. Members of St. Mark’s have initiated our involvement in a myriad of new Missional ministries within our parish and community,
things such as Habitat for Humanity, the Weekend Back Pack program
to feed children, a low income counseling service, and 7 years of mission trips doing real mission work in places of real need, just to name
a few. At the same time we participate in ministries throughout the
city, like IHN, CAM, As One, Salvation Army, With Friends, Meals on
Wheels and many others that reflect our core values.
Jesus answered and said to her, "Everyone who drinks
of this water will thirst again; but whoever drinks of the
water that I will give him shall never thirst; but the water that I will give him will become in him a well of water springing up to eternal life." John4:14
Thanks be to God.
Fr. Shawn +

Holy Baptism is the main
way to join the Episcopal
Church and is done at Sunday
worship 4 times a year: All
Saints Sunday in Nov, Epiphany in Jan, the Saturday of
Easter weekend, and the
Feast of Pentecost. Schedule
baptism by contacting the
clergy or church office. Confirmation occurs when our
Bishop visits and is an adult
affirmation of faith. Speak to
the clergy about becoming a
member of St. Mark’s by baptism, confirmation or having
your letter transferred from
another church.

Parish Transitions
Baptism: Walker William Schieren, grandchild of Bill &
Elizabeth Seabrook, at Trinity, Asheville

Election: Judy Jackson-Malina to replace Debbie Brake on
Vestry

Transfer In: Richard Price, Linda Escalera Price, Nathan
Baggs, & Lynnsey Price from St. Paul’s, Fort Mill, SC

Music

rehearsals resume Wednesday, August
21st. Handbell Choir rehearses at 6:30 pm, followed by Chancel Choir at 7:00 pm. Both rehearsals take place upstairs in the Choir Room.

We encourage anyone who has a desire to play
Handbells or to sing in the choir to join us. Praising God in song is most rewarding and both groups are a lively bunch. We are always open to new members.
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Mark’s Place: Contemporary Worship in Belmont!
Each Saturday at 5pm
@ Exit 26 off I-85
In Belmont Village, 6509-B W. Wilkinson Blvd
Between Bi-Lo and Papa John’s
In space rented from 360 Taekwondo Academy
Come as you are! Bring your own chair!

This summer St. Mark’s began a new gathering that continues to grow and thrive. Mark’s
Place in Belmont is a contemporary Eucharist that includes everything you love about worship in our traditional space with a new twist. There is a warm welcome, prayers, scripture
with a response, communion, “rockin” contemporary music, and a community of believers
gathered in Christ’s name. It happens at 5:00 pm every Saturday at a Taekwondo studio in
Belmont that we turn into worship space each week with our lawn chairs and our presence.

Saturday evenings offer some people an option of attending services when they can’t get
to church on Sundays. The afternoon hour of 5pm means you are finished in time to make
dinner or other evening plans.

But why Belmont? This is a rapidly-growing area - already home to over fifteen St. Mark’s
families plus we have people coming from across the river in Mecklenburg County and
dropping in as they wait for their pizza next door. Mark’s Place in Belmont is a wonderful
place for families that we often think of as the unchurched to experience church in a new
way. Plus, with no Episcopal presence between I-77 and Gastonia, Mark’s Place in Belmont is a welcome addition for residents of Belmont and Western Charlotte who are seeking a church with that special Episcopal flavor.

Come check it out one Saturday, even if you don’t think you would like Saturday Church or
contemporary music or whatever excuse you have. You might be surprised at what you
find. And even if it’s not for you, you’ll be better able to tell people what it’s all about and
to help welcome the newest members of the St. Mark’s family who worship at Mark’s
Place in Belmont. If you have any questions, speak to Fr. Shawn and …..

“Come and See!”

E

BLESSING OF THE BOOKBAGS

Evangelism—Spreading the Word

Saturday & Sunday, August 17/18

Vicki Caudill is looking for people to help her
with Evangelism - that “E” word that Episcopalians generally don’t use. She wants to find
ways that we can promote St. Mark’s and
make it more visible to our friends and neighbors, particularly with the great work coming
from the Saturday evening worship in Belmont. If you are at all interested in working
with Vicki, give her a call at 704-864-8283.
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@ All Services

As

we prepare for the beginning of another
school year, we again offer our Blessing of
the Bookbags (and all those other satchels
we carry). Bring your bags - book, lunch,
computer, diaper, or briefcase to church with
you and we will bless them and the year.
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Office Hours: The office is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 to 5 and closed Fridays. Don Carr, Interim Business Administrator,
works 4 days, and Jean Eaddy, Parish Administrator, works on Wednesdays and Thursdays. If
you have a pastoral emergency anytime, contact
Fr. Shawn on his cell 704-718-7034.
Our Weekday Bible Studys have been
taking the summer off. Both the 4:30
pm Wednesday afternoon and the Belmont 6:30 pm evening groups will
reconvene on Wednesday, September 11th.
Our Faith & Health Ministries sponsors Blood Pressure screenings and
health related information the 4th Sunday in the Balthis Room. Reba Childers
is our RN/Faith Community Nurse and
coordinates our health and wellness programs
through Caromont’s Congregational Nurse program. She has posted wonderful information on
the bulletin board across from the nursery.
Check it out!
St. Mark’s Aikido Club meets Tuesdays from 7:00-9:30 pm for children
and adults. Children ages 8 and older
are invited to learn this traditional Japanese martial art. Classes are free and
tailored to individual ability levels, from brand
new to those working on 2nd level grading &
higher. Contact Dan Gilbert at d.gilbert
@yahoo.com if you have questions, or stop by
Tuesday night.
Altar Flowers are now $50 per Sunday. Dates are available in the fall to
give in memory or honor of a loved
one or occasion. Up to 3 families may
sign up for any one Sunday in the
book by the elevator or you may call the office
if you have questions.
St. Mark’s Reusable Grocery Bags
are available for a donation to Christian Formation. That money is used
for Vacation Bible School supplies and
materials, our Sunday morning programs, and for special events during the church
year. These great bags also help people know
where you go to church—so much better than a
blue Walmart bag. Be sure to stop by and get 23 for your shopping and share St. Mark’s name.
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Our Salvation Army Team C fed
about 65 people on July 9th a delicious
dinner of ham, green beans, potato
salad and sliced peaches, served by Jim
Barber, Walt Lassiter, Fred Hadfield and Carol Barker.
The food was provided by the servers, plus Shirley
Bishop, Jean Eaddy, Anne Carriel, Candy Grooms,
Ann Jordan, Mildred Manning and Bruce and Betsy
Steketee. Team leader Carol Barker wants to especially thank the Cramerton Food Lion which provides
the hams at a discount which makes our dinner affordable. A team from St. Mark’s feeds people at the
Salvation Army the 2nd Tuesday of each month. Volunteers are always needed and it is a most rewarding
way to serve our brothers and sisters. If you are interested in helping, contact Salvation Army Coordinator Brook Crawford (brookcrawford@live.com).
St. Mark’s Cursillo Community meets every other Saturday at 9:00 am for the 4th
Day Group Reunion. If you are interested in
Cursillo, speak to Fr. Shawn or David and
Decolores! Vicki Burns. Everyone is welcome to attend
the Saturday meetings which focus on prayer, study
and our faith in action.
E-Blast Reflections: Share your stories of
church in the weekly e-blast. Write a short
paragraph on what St. Mark’s means to you
or about a way you share stories of faith in
your family or community. Send your reflections to Donna Taylor (groottaylor@bellsouth.net)
who is heading this campaign as part of our Stewardship focus and we will run them in Thursdays eblast. It is important to share our stories, so try it.
Our EfM Group met last year
on Sunday afternoons. This
coming year plans are in the
works to have a Sunday afternoon group and a
Wednesday night group both meeting to study the
church and our scripture and history and to reflect
on a spiritual approach to life in this day and age. If
you are at all interested in the Education for Ministry
(EfM) program and what this study entails, contact
either Pete Brake or Fr. Shawn or speak to any of the
people who were part of the group last year.
The August/Sept/Oct Forward Day By Day
is here and available to pick up on the sideboard by the main door. Be sure to get your
copy. LEM’s are reminded to get copies for
their shut-ins.
Many thanks to all who helped ARC/Kamp
Kaleidoscope be successful this year. This
is outreach at its best.
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Episcopal Church Women News

The Covenant Daytime Circle reconvenes this fall at 10:30 am, September 9th, the
week after Labor Day, at Covenant Village. We will study “Life Lessons from Women in
the Bible” this year, beginning with Eve: God’s Special Creation. Carolyn Healy leads
the group, which is open to all women of the parish.

The Evening Circle meets the first Tuesday of each month from 7-8 for wine, dessert and Bible study. September 10th we will discuss Mary Magdalene, from the book Finding Balance:
Loving God with Heart and Soul, Mind and Strength, by the Rev. Becca Stevens. Conversations
last only about 1 hour.

Church Periodical Club collected over $170 from our May Book Sale and sent it on to
the National Church. Thanks to all who contributed. Please continue to drop your
change in our Miles of Pennies Jar in the Narthex.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group who knit or crochet prayer shawls for those in
need of being “wrapped in prayer”. The shawls are blessed in church and then available to anyone in need. Nancy Brewbaker coordinates this ministry and would be happy
to talk to anyone interested in learning to knit and joining the group. There is talk of finding a
place to gather for prayer and conversation as we work. Speak to Nancy.

Outreach Info
The Outreach Committee

at St. Mark’s is an active group of people passionate about serving the
people of this community. They support programs that feed the hungry, provide housing and support
for the homeless, work on finding jobs and generally help others with the many needs they have. This
group needs both more members with a passion for outreach and people to spearhead our many outreach efforts. The Committee Leader does not need to be involved in every effort, but would coordinate meetings and the work of the members of St. Mark’s to help with a variety of projects. Outreach is
a very important part of St. Mark’s and of our call to discipleship. If you are interested in being part of
the Outreach Committee, contact Troy Merritt at troymerritt@carolina.rr.com or Fr. Shawn.

With Friends, Inc.

is looking for your gentle used patio furniture - wrought iron
or sturdy wood or metal pieces that you are not using at your home. Look
around your yard for those items that you just don’t sit on any more and call Judy Hobbs (704-867-8812) to arrange pick up. No plastic items please.

Meals on Wheels

is a program that provides a hot lunch to the elderly and shut-ins around our city.
St. Mark’s has a team of people who deliver meals on a route near the church each week. Marilyn Mecca and Carol Barker recently received a Certificate of Appreciation from this Nutrition Program when
they went above and beyond when one of their clients did not answer the door. They are credited with
saving the 99 year old woman’s life by continuing to check on her when she did not answer. We are
proud to have them as members of our parish.

IHN/Family Promise:

Remember that Family Promise (formerly IHN)
guests will be with us the week of August 11-18. If you can help in any way meals, conversation, overnight sleepers, laundry, set-up or clean-up on Sundays, you may go to the Please Bring It site shown below and sign up or you can put your name on the
chart in the lobby by the main door. Help is needed for several areas during the week.
http://stmarksepiscopalchurch.pleasebringit.com/public/DTUtwpXn0OY
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OUR 2013 YOUTH MISSION TRIP
to help with Tornado Damage in Oklahoma
JULY 14-20, 2013

YOUTH NEWS
Hope

everyone had a great summer. There are
several activities already in the works for our
young people, so take note:
•

EYC Splash! - a Diocesan event for 6-12 &
friends in Black Mountain, Sunday, August 18
from 2-6. Cost is $15 per person and we need
to know if you want to go by Monday morning,
August 12. Call the office to say “yes”.

CONFIRMATION & HOMECOMING
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 8
Joint Service
9:30 am
THE RT. REV.
PORTER TAYLOR,
will be with us.

We will follow the service with a Parish
Picnic. Hamburgers and Hotdogs will be
cooked on our grill and beverages will be
provided. Please bring a salad, veggie, or
dessert to share with your parish family.

•

MidBEGINNINGdle (Beginning in the Middle),
Sept. 13-15, Valle Crucis, grades 6-8 & friends.
Cost is $95 per and we need to know before
Sept 1 if you want to go.

•

Club 45 and EYC begins Sunday, September Join us as we welcome both our Bishop
22. Be watching for details.
and the newest Episcopalians to WNC.
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Recently

I saw a list of “50 Things Every Christian Should Know” developed by Fr. Cunningham
from St. Margaret’s Church in San Antonio, TX. It included some interesting items that made me
realize I don’t know everything. See what it sparks in your mind.
1Abraham

20Atonement

39The Great Schism

2The Fall

21Lent & Holy Week

40St. Thomas Aquinas

3Dietrich Bonhoeffer

22Constantine the Great

41Moses & the Exodus

4Angels

23David

42Celtic Christianity

5John Calvin

24The Roman Catholic Church

43St. Anthony of Padua

6The Desert Fathers

25The Church Fathers

44Thomas Merton

7St. Benedict & the Rule

26Oriental Orthodox Church

45St. Boniface

8The Councils of the Church

27The Reformation

46St. Mary

9St. Augustine

28The Counter Reformation

47The Oxford Movement

10The Gospels

29Baptism

48Jan Hus

11Major Heresies

30Eucharist

49St. Athanasius

12Cathedrals

31The Devil

50Nag Hammadi Papyri

13Anglicanism

32St. Francis

14Anabaptist

33Heaven

15The Apostles

34Icons

16Martin Luther

35Jerusalem

17Filioque

36St. Paul

18Christology

37The SPCK & the SPG

19The Dead Sea Scrolls

38The Thirty Years War

So, how did you do? Know
them all? I didn’t.
Polly

SCHOOL TOOLS - Supplies for Sherwood & Gardner Park
As in years past, we are collecting school supplies for the
students and teachers at Sherwood and Gardner Park.
Items needed include:
Pencils
Kleenex
Spiral Notebooks
Scissors
Pencil Boxes
Composition Books
Crayons
Colored Pencils
Book Bags
Markers
Clip Boards
Teachers can also use extra packs of paper, pencils, wet wipes, Bandaids, Expo “white board” markers, and any and all craft supplies (pipe
cleaners, construction paper, glue and glue sticks, googly eyes, yarn,
etc.), almost anything you would give your child’s teacher, they can use.
Bring all your donations to the Parish Hall and put them in the yellow
bin. We will distribute them before school starts on August 26. And consider volunteering in a classroom this year. Speak to Christi Jolley about
how you can help a child. Thank you for all your help.
St. Mark’s Newsletter - August 2013
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SCHEDULE FOR LAY LEADERSHIP – AUGUST 2013
Pentecost XI

Pentecost XII

Pentecost XIII

Pentecost XIV

August 4

August 11

August 18

August 25

Ed Hoerning

Liz Willett

Jeff Bozarth

Ed Hoerning

Pat Townsend

Vicki Caudill

Judy Malina

Judith Maloney

Chad Barker

Fred Hadfield

Alex Williamson

Claude Hueitt

Pete Brake

Jay Barnes

Joe Saunders

Ben Rudisill

David Burns

Jeff Bozarth

Dale Ward

Paul Johnstone

Celia Billings

Brenda Gilbert

Alan Jolley

Duane Pendleton

Sharon McElveen

Ben Ipock

Walter Lassiter

Brenda Gilbert

Greg Dills

Paul Johnstone

Carol Barker

Jean Eaddy

Allison Sherrill

David John Major

Thomas and
Sophi Jolley

Austin Biles

Ann and Jimmy
Jordan

Volunteer needed

Brenda and
Breanna Gilbert

Tripp and Heather
Griffin

Coffee Hour

Anne Carriel

Ruth Burns

Stephanie Smith

Jody White

Vestry

Susan Carson

Susan Carson

Susan Carson

Susan Carson

Lay Readers
8:00 am
LayReaders
10:30 am

Ushers

Greeters

Acolyte
Nursery

Lock-up

Daily Morning Prayer has been said over 100 times since January

with more
than 300 people participating. This is an excellent way to begin your day. It
occurs each Monday through Thursday with silence at 8 am and prayers at
8:15. Anyone who would like to join on any given day can call Mary Stamey at
704-861-1895 or Rachel Varriale at 704-869-9506.
Or if it works better for you, a simple Daily Devotion which you can say at
home may be found in the prayer book on page 137. It includes a psalm, a
short Scripture reading and a collect to begin your morning with prayer.

St. Mark’s Newsletter - August 2013

page B

ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

St. Mark’s 2013 Vestry
Several resignations and other adjustments to the vestry have occurred this spring and early summer. Here are the members and
their areas of responsibility. You may contact any member of the vestry to ask about their area and to volunteer to work with them.
Class of 2013

Celia Billing (Parish Life)
Judy Maloney (Co-Warden/Pastoral Care)
Tina Queen (Youth)

Class of 2014

Chad Barker (Building and Grounds)
Greg Dills (Finance)
Judy Jackson-Malina (Newcomers)
Donna Taylor (Co-Warden/Stewardship)

Class of 2015

Susan Carson (Parish Life)
Vicki Caudill (Evangelism)
Claude Hueitt (Worship)
Kristin Major (Formation)
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