ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service

You are invited on a mission trip!

of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William
Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.

At the end of May, for about two weeks, life seemed to slow down
here at St. Mark’s as the summer began and it looked like nothing
was happening. Now heading into July we are back to going 90 to
nothing.

During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005
and our playground was added in
2012.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367
www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
Mr. Don Carr, Interim Bus. Admin.
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.

Kamp Kaleidoscope is in full swing using our building Monday
through Thursday for their summer program. Vacation Bible
School had a wonderful invitation to “Come to the Manger,” a
Christmas present in June for children from St. Mark’s and All
Saints. Our Saturday night Belmont worship is coming together
with a lot of hard work and planning. Morning Prayer was going to
take a break over the summer but after taking one week off they
are back Monday through Thursday mornings. Our Java & Jesus
group continue to have Bible study each Sunday morning. Add to
that we are in the midst of finding both a new associate priest or
youth minister and a new business administrator and you will find
that St. Mark’s is a fun place to be right now. Oh, and by the way,
Greg is making final plans for the youth mission trip.
Have you ever gone on a mission trip? We have had some really
great ones over the last few years.
Several of you met the two bishops that were with us on Sunday
June 9th. During the week that followed that Tom, Ed and I spent
together, we talked about what the future of the church would be.
I asked them to speak to what interested them currently in the
church. I thought they might talk about a need to change the style
of liturgy, or sustaining the church infrastructure of the 60’s, or
the financial reality of the 21th century. It surprised me slightly to
hear both of them agree that in order for the church to continue
to reach people with the gospel, the “Attraction Model” of the past
must give way to a “Missional Ideal.” In other words, the days of
simply opening the doors to our churches and expecting people
to just walk in are over. To bring people to Christ today really
means just the opposite. It means taking Christ to people.
A Missional Ideal doesn’t sound like something Episcopalians do.
We generally think of a missional person as being a Jesus freak or
one of those religious nuts that go to Africa or stand on street corners. But being missional is about living your faith not only at
church on Sundays, but also at home and in the world. Being missional is as simple as inviting someone who does not attend
church to join you and other members of St. Mark’s at a Grizzlies
Baseball game. Being missional is starting or joining a Bible Study
and inviting others to come with you. Being missional is about
seeing the needs of people in our community and building a team
of people from both within St. Mark’s and those not worshiping in
(continues on page 2)
a community to provide for God’s people.
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Worship Services
Sunday Summer Schedule
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I with sermon & music,
9:30 Family Service Rite III in
Parish Hall
Java & Jesus Adult Class in
Balthis
10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
with sermon & music, followed by coffee hour

Weekday Services
8:00 - 8:45 am Monday Thursday, Morning Prayer
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday,
Monthly HE at Covenant
Village
7:00 pm 2nd Thursday,
HE w/Healing, Order of St.
Luke

(continues from page 1) I think one of the most powerful stories I ever

heard was about a man who died and at his funeral his best friend
met his church family. During the visitation the friend heard story after story about how generously the man had lived, how caring he had
been to people in and outside the parish, and about how he had
struggled with several parts of his life, but in spite of it all always had
a smile on his face and joy in his heart because of his faith. The best
friend got mad and when his wife asked him why, he said to her, “He
had all of this treasure in his life and he never once offered to share it
with me.” Are there people in your life, friends, neighbors, co- workers that are in need of such a gift?
There is a song we sing at Camp Henry and Cursillo, “They will know
we are Christians by our love.” We have been given the greatest treasure there ever was. We have been given the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the
message that the blind see, the lame walk, and prisoners are set free.
You and I have been commissioned to carry that message and to
make disciples of all people. The Missional Ideal is not a new thing
that the “Church” is coming up with to make us work for our salvation. Our God is a missional God. Christ came into the world to share
the Good News. Jesus traveled all of Israel proclaiming the love of
God. The Apostle Paul took the Gospel throughout the Mediterranean.
Peter journeyed to Rome to preach Christ raised from the dead. Can
we not reach out to our next door neighbor? Are we willing to walk
across the street to introduce someone to Jesus Christ?
Are you ready for a mission trip?
Fr. Shawn +

Holy Baptism: Baptism is
the main way to become a
member of the Episcopal
Church. Baptisms are usually
done during Sunday worship
4 times a year: All Saints Sunday in Nov, Epiphany Sunday
in Jan, the Saturday before
Easter Day, and the Feast of
Pentecost. Baptism may be
scheduled by contacting the
clergy or the church office.
The Rite of Confirmation occurs when our Bishop visits
and is an adult affirmation of
faith. Speak to the clergy
about becoming a member of
St. Mark’s by baptism, confirmation or by having your letter transferred from another
church.

All Episcopal Church Women are invited to a
Asheville/Foothills/Piedmont Social
Thursday, July 25th 1:00—3:00 pm
in Spindale, NC
Donna Murray, Piedmont Diocesan ECW Chair, is hosting
a gathering of the women of our region. There will be hot
dogs and ice cream and lots of fun.
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If you need directions, contact Donna at
donmurr2@gmail.com

Redeemer, Shelby
is looking for a part-time organist.
If you are interested,
contact their church office in Shelby.
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Introducing Mark’s Place: Contemporary Worship in Belmont!
Saturdays at 5pm beginning July 13
Exit 26 off I-85
In Belmont Village, 6509-B W. Wilkinson Blvd
Between The Bi-Lo and Papa John’s
In the space occupied by the 360 Taekwondo Academy
(Yes, we are renting space from 360.)
Come as you are! Bring your own chair!

On

Saturday evening, July 13, we are starting a new service with everything you love about worship at St. Mark’s— A warm welcome; Holy Eucharist; Prayers; Scripture; Music; A wonderful message.
And then we’re adding a bunch of things that aren’t so typical. It’s at 5pm on Saturdays. It’s in
Belmont. It’s in a Taekwondo studio. We use lawn chairs and contemporary music.
Why Saturday evening at 5pm?

Saturday

evening offers an option for those who find attending Sunday services difficult because
of other Sunday morning activities. A 5pm service means you are finished in time to make dinner
or other evening plans.
Why Belmont?

Belmont

is a rapidly-growing area - already home to about fifteen St. Mark’s families. Mark’s
Place would be a wonderful place for families new to the area, as well as those we think of as the
unchurched to gather. Plus, with no Episcopal presence between I-77 and Gastonia, Mark’s Place
would be a welcome addition for residents of Belmont and Western Charlotte who are seeking
church with the special Episcopal flavor.
Doesn’t really sound like my kind of service.

Come

check it out anyway! Even if you’re not keen on a Saturday evening service, even if you
don’t think you’re interested in contemporary worship, even if you think it’s a hike to get over
there, come to a service. You might be surprised at what you find. And even if it’s not for you,
you’ll be better able to tell people what it’s all about and to help welcome the newest members of
the St. Mark’s family who worship at Mark’s Place.
How are we getting the word out?

Glad you asked!

We are creating banners and signs and putting ads in the paper. But most people check out a church because someone invited them. To make it easier for you to talk about the
service and invite people to it, we’ll have some cards about Mark’s Place available at church on
Sundays. Grab a handful and pass them on to friends who might be interested in giving this a try.
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Office Hours: The office is open Monday
through Thursday from 9 to 5 and closed Fridays. Don Carr, Interim Business Administrator,
generally works all week, and Jean Eaddy, Parish
Administrator, works on Wednesdays and
Thursdays. If you have a need or a pastoral
emergency anytime, contact the clergy on their
cell phones - Shawn 704-718-7034.
Our Weekday Bible Studys which
meet on Wednesdays are taking the
summer off. Both the 4:30 pm
Wednesday and the Belmont 6:30 pm
1st Wednesday groups will reconvene in September. Be watching for details.
Our Faith & Health Ministries sponsors Blood Pressure screenings and
health related information the 4th Sunday each month in the Balthis Room.
Reba Childers is our RN/Faith Community Nurse and coordinates our health and wellness programs through Caromont’s Congregational Nurse program. A Wellness Adult Sunday
School class will kick off our Fall Schedule.
St. Mark’s Aikido Club meets on Tuesdays from 7:00-9:30 pm for children
and adults. Children ages 8 and older
are invited to learn this traditional Japanese martial art. Classes are free and
tailored to individual ability levels, from brand
new to those working on 2nd level grading or
higher. Contact Dan Gilbert at d.gilbert
@yahoo.com if you have questions, or stop by
on a Tuesday night.
Our Altar Flowers have gone up in
price and are now $50.00 per Sunday. Dates are available to give flowers in memory or honor of a loved one
or occasion. Up to 3 families may sign
up for any one Sunday. The sign-up book is on
the table by the elevator or you may call the office if you have questions. If you have questions
about the new cost, please speak to the office.
St. Mark’s Cursillo Community
meets every other Saturday at 9:00
am for their 4th Day Group Reunion. If
you are interested in Cursillo, speak
to Shawn or David and Vicki Burns. Decolores!
Anyone is welcome to attend the Saturday meetings which focus on prayer, study
and our faith in action.
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E-Blast Reflections: We run reflections in
the weekly e-blast to share our stories of
the church. We are looking for short paragraphs on what St. Mark’s means to you or
a way that you help spread your faith in your family
or community. If you would like to write a brief reflection to be included at any time, contact Donna
Taylor (groottaylor@bellsouth.net) who is heading
this campaign as part of our Stewardship focus this
year.
ARC is holding their Kamp Kaleidoscope
at St. Mark’s this summer Mondays through
Thursdays from 9-3 each day. Over a dozen
children are regularly getting educational
and physical encouragement and learning new
things this summer in our space. These wonderful
young people and their teachers will be in our building through to August 1st. They can use your help
with the following list of needs, which are used all
summer and need replacing continually:
all purpose cleaner
baby wipes
trash bags
latex free gloves
hand soap
Ziplocks, all sizes
Post-It flip charts
Clorox wipes
dish detergent
Dixie cups
plastic spoons, forks, knives
If you want to donate any items for the Kamp or
would like to come by and be part of the day, look
for the yellow bin in the Parish Hall.
St. Mark’s Reusable Grocery Bags are
available for a donation to the Christian
Formation funds. That money is used for
Vacation Bible School supplies and materials, for our Sunday morning programs, and
for special events during the church year. These
great bags can also help people know where you go
to church—so much better than a blue Walmart bag.
Be sure to stop by and get 2-3 for your shopping and
share St. Mark’s name.
Salvation Army Team B: On July 11 Team
B fed over 100 people at the Salvation Army
with a delicious dinner of chicken nuggets,
green beans, potato salad, sliced peaches,
and rolls. The food was served by Ann Brown, Mary
Stamey, and Price Thrower. It was graciously supplied by Beth Elkins, Janet Rudisill, Cookie Rudisill,
Marilyn Mecca, Michelle Jarbeau, Kenna Watts, Debbie Scarborough, Trish Anderson, and Judy Hobbs,
plus the servers. A team from St. Mark’s feeds people at the Salvation Army once a month. If you are
interested in helping, contact Brook Crawford
(brookcrawford@live.com).
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Episcopal Church Women News

The Covenant Daytime Circle meets the first Monday of each month at Covenant
Village and will reconvene in September with a new study. Be watching for details in
August. Carolyn Healy leads the group.

The Evening ECW Circle meets the first Tuesday of the month from 7-8 for wine, dessert and
Bible study. Our next meeting is Tuesday, August 6 when we will be talking more about being
the stranger and the Canaanite woman in Matthew 15 and Mark 7, from the book Finding Balance: Loving God with Heart and Soul, Mind and Strength, by the Rev. Becca Stevens. These
meetings last only 1 hour and have great discussion.

Church Periodical Club continues to collect your loose change in the jar in the Narthex
for our Miles of Pennies campaign, which purchases children’s books. We are working
on our 2nd mile of $822.00.

Our Prayer Shawl Ministry is a group of women who knit or crochet prayer shawls
for those in need of being “wrapped in prayer”. The shawls are blessed by the clergy and then are available to give to anyone in need. Nancy Brewbaker is one of our
shawl knitters and would be happy to talk to anyone interested in learning to knit
and joining the group or in finding a place to gather for prayer and conversation as we work.
There is even talk of a once a month meeting away from the church building for coffee and
conversation. You are encouraged to talk to Nancy about this “ministry”.
Outreach Info

The

Outreach Committee at St. Mark’s is an
active group of people who are passionate about
serving the people of this community. They support programs that feed people, provide housing, work on finding jobs and helping others
with the many needs they have. This group
needs both more members and a person to
spearhead our many outreach efforts. A Committee Leader does not need to be involved in every
effort, but helps to coordinate meetings and the
work of the members of St. Mark’s to help. If
you are interested in being part of the Outreach
Committee, contact Troy Merritt at troymerritt@carolina.rr.com.

Education for Ministry

St.

Mark’s has had an active and dedicated EfM
group meeting each Sunday afternoon this academic year to discuss Bible studies and to think
and reflect on the theological approach to life in
this day and age. These 9 people have learned a
great deal about the Old Testament and about
themselves. It is time to think about becoming
part of our EfM studies for next year. Newly revised materials are coming out this fall and eveWith Friends, Inc. Judy Hobbs writes to ryone is excited about the learning for next year.
thank all those who supported them Take the time to talk to the current members
during the Run for the Money. Young about their experiences and consider if EfM is
men (16-21) reside in our Transitional right for you. The current group members are
Living Program as they work to improve their David & Vicki Burns, Brenda Gilbert, Tripp &
lives through education, mentors and support. Heather Griffin, Eden Isbell, Mike Janik, Rachel
Our Emergency Shelter is a safe place for youth Varriale and Liz Willett. The full EfM program
10-18 who have no where else to go. Thank you takes 4 years and can be done in that time or
and keep your donations coming.
with breaks along the way. Each year is an individual commitment to study and be part of the
As One Ministries uses all kinds of furnigroup. Pete Brake coordinates and mentors our
ture as they work to help families looking
group and will be happy to talk to you about EfM
to move into their own housing unit. For
and what is involved.
pick up call Angela at 704-862-6079.
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COME TO THE MANGER:
A SUMMER LOOK AT
ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS

This past week has been a fun time for the
children and adults who learned about the
Nativity and other parts of the Christmas
story during our Vacation Bible School.
Many thanks to Nancy Brewbaker, Anna
Carsner, Julia Bozarth, Pat and Valerie Miller, John Watts, Marcia Thrower, Carol Wertz
and David Zoernig from All Saints, the three
clergy and all the parents who helped with
classes and snack during the week. We had
a great time and
each child went
home with a wooden block manger
they made for their
personal use.

A Prophet visits.

Block Mangers.

Daily
Music

Different Bibles.
The Shepherds’ Story

Parish Transitions
Birth: Emma Katherine, daughter of Heather

Outside Time.

& Tripp Griffin, June 7

Marriage: Morgan White & Reuben Clark,
June 8

Resignation: Debbie Brake from Vestry
Deaths: Virginia Carpenter Wyont, Terri
Williamson’s grandmother on June 8;
Pauline Hartsell, Shane’s mother;
Phyllis McCord, Candy Groom’s mother
on June 24; Richard Beebe, husband of
The Rev. Chris Beebe, Rutherfordton
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We still have tickets for the
Gastonia Grizzlies’ Game
this Friday, June 28 at Sims
Field. Each ticket is $5.00 (a
$2 savings) and they are
for sale in the Church Office. This will be a fun family event that
we already have about a dozen people
attending so get your tickets today.
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From the Assistant Rector:
From what I hear about how the U.S. Marines forms and shapes its new recruits, The General Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church is probably similar in the sense that it takes its postulants through a process of deconstruction and then reconstruction. It breaks you down (pretty
thoroughly, I might add) and then builds you back up into something different. It’s a psychological death and resurrection. Only I think the Marines do a better job of building you back up. General Seminary kind of leaves you hanging - questioning, and wondering what your priesthood will
be; how will the “old you” and the “new you” come together into one consistent person - and it
leaves you looking in the mirror wondering “how did this happen?”
This was my seminary experience, anyway, and it wasn’t an easy one. Like any good deconstructive process, I was left a little sore and licking my wounds after seminary. So that brings me to
this one point, I will be forever grateful for the role St. Mark’s has played in my life. This place all of you - have healed me, nurtured me, formed me, critiqued me, loved me, and forgiven me
into the makings of a priest, just as much or more than any seminary ever could. You are a great
bunch of people and I hope you know that. This is a fun place, a caring place, a lively place, and a
holy place. Real characters make up this church, living real and down to earth lives, with great
regard for one another. St. Mark’s bears its quirks well, honestly, authentically, and with open
arms. This church is the real deal. The Holy Spirit lives and moves here through it all, through
the seasons, through the ups and downs, through the waxing and waning, and through changing
membership and clergy.
So my prayer is that St. Mark’s stays the course and pushes on to advance God’s Kingdom and the
Episcopal Church in this corner of the Kingdom we call Gastonia. My prayer is that you celebrate
how great you are and forgive each other when you fall short of this. I love you all and you will
remain in my prayers to the end of my days. Thank you.
God’s Peace, Greg

2012 Trip to Boone

2009 Trip to WVa

2011 Trip to AL

YOUTH MISSION TRIP
JULY 14-20, 2013
All rising 7th graders & above

Plans are rapidly coming together for our “awesome” St. Mark’s Mission Trip
to the eastern part of North Carolina in July. Our youth and adult leaders will
leave on Sunday, July 14 and travel to Wilmington where they will be based at
St. James Episcopal Church. The group will do activities both with the people at the Episcopal Farm Workers Ministry and learning about the work that group does with migrant
workers in the eastern part of our state.
Episcopal Farm Workers Ministry is a joint operation of the Dioceses of North Carolina
and East Carolina which serves the many migrant camps that house those who pick our
fruit and vegetables, often traveling from farm to farm during the year in the Piedmont
and Coastal Plans regions . We will travel to both the EFWM offices and to the migrant
camps around the area each day, but there will be time for the beach and other fun activities, as well.
Adults and young people interested in going on this trip must speak to Fr. Greg immediately. A Mission Trip can be life-changing. Plan now to join us on this year’s adventure.
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ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

Sunday Adult Formation through the Summer: The folks in “Java with Jesus” did not
want to take the summer off, because they
Co-Wardens: Judith Maloney & Donna
heard Christ is not taking it off either, so we
Taylor
are going to keep studying the gospel lesson
Building & Grounds: Chad Barker, with Greg from the lectionary each Sunday morning
Dills
from 9:30 to 10:15 in the Balthis Room. We
may not always know what we are reading,
Christian Education: Kristin Major & Polly Redd
but often after several times, we see “ what
Communications: Polly Redd
was going on when it was written” or “what it
Evangelism: Vicki Caudill, with Chad Barker &
is communicating to us” and most importantShawn Griffith
ly “ how are we going to use it in our lives today?” These are informal and open discusFinance: Greg Dills, with Donna Taylor
sions that anyone can participate in.
Outreach: Shawn Griffith
2013

Ministry Areas for Vestry

Pastoral Care: Judith Maloney, with Jay Barnes, This could be your “adult vacation bible
study” this summer as we learn from each
Vicki Caudill, Claude Hueitt
other and enjoy the fellowship. God, through
Parish Life: Susan Carson & Celia Billings
His word, speaks to each and every one of us
and what a blessing it will be to share the
Stewardship: Donna Taylor
Worship: Claude Hueitt, Julia Bozarth, Shawn message with each other. I hope you will try
it once; we would love to see your smiling
Griffith, Greg McIntyre, with Tina Queen
face Sunday morning. And PS - Bring your cofYouth: Greg McIntyre & Tina Queen
fee.
David Burns
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