ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service

of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William
Robards Wetmore, who pedaled
his bicycle from Lincolnton to be
here.
Early services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as at City Hall and the old YMCA
on Main Avenue and South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and consecrated November 20, 1903, by the Rt.
Rev. Junius M Horner. St. Mark’s
officially became a parish in 1915
with 74 communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005
and our playground was added in
2012. We continue our ministry in
this space.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367
www.stmarksgastonia.org
office@stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Ms. Dionne Browning, Bus. Admin
& Youth Advisor
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin
Mr. Kris Kiser, Sexton
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication

For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty
and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
Matthew 25:35

Being a priest I have gone to many conferences and workshops
to help clergy understand how to "grow" the church. These
events present the good and bad practices of our parishes on
Sunday mornings as we gather to worship God.
When I first came to St. Mark's there was some concern within
the parish that we did not want to grow simply to add numbers
to the rolls. I totally agree with that feeling. At the same time
we are called to share the Gospel, the good news of God
through Jesus Christ, and if we are faithful in doing so, then
the number of people who come to worship and praise God on
Sunday morning is going to increase.
Recently I have seen people who have had a history of being in
churches where the message is “hell fire and brimstone” come
to the Episcopal Church and say, “I have never heard of the love
of God in this way.” And it changes their lives.
I have said it before and I will say it again, "This is not about
numbers, this is about the Kingdom."
Your vestry and specifically Chris Christy are being led by the
Holy Spirit to proclaim to the world what God is doing in our
parish and to invite the stranger to come and be welcomed
here. Chris presented to the congregation at Homecoming the
many ways we are going to reach out to the unchurched and let
them know that "All are Welcome" here at St. Mark's. There was
much excitement about what the Holy Spirit has put before us
and one very important question that was raised was, “What are
we going to do if people actually come?” Great question.
I would to begin by reminding you that almost every week we
have a new person or family that visits our worship for the first
time. Usually these people are coming by themselves which is
one of the most frightening things to do. These people do not
know where things are in the building or how to enter the worship space. They do not know the secret handshake stuff of the
Episcopal Church, when to stand sit or kneel, how to receive
communion, and a ton of other things. And yet they are longing, thirsting for something that is missing in their lives and
they hope and pray that they might just find it here.
I invite you to take a moment and think about your relationship
with God. I invite you to recall the times when that relationship
was deepened or strengthen because of the people in this parish. St. Mark's is Holy Ground and if you (continued on pg 2)
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Worship Services
Service Schedule
Saturdays
5:00 pm Mark’s Place
Contemporary Eucharist,
Belmont
Sundays
8:00 am Eucharist Rite I
9:00 Breakfast & SS for all
10:30 am Eucharist Rite II
(nursery from 9:15)

Weekdays
8:15 - 8:50 am Monday Thursday, Morning Prayer w/
Eucharist on Wednesdays
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday,
Monthly HE at Covenant
7:00 pm Thursdays HE w/
Anointing for Healing

Holy Baptism is the main
way to join the Episcopal
Church and is generally done
at Sunday worship 4 times a
year: All Saints Sunday in
Nov, Epiphany in Jan, the Saturday of Easter weekend, and
the Feast of Pentecost, or as
needed. Schedule baptism by
contacting the clergy or
church office.

(continued from pg 1) did not believe that, I don’t believe you
would be here. One of the most important things we can do in our
lives is invite others to enjoy the love and grace of God that we experience in this place and through this community.
And so, back to the conferences. There was a list of 10 things that
people do not like when they visit a church for the first time. The
top thing that many people listed was the Passing of the Peace.
Now we know how everyone hates when a church has new people
stand and introduce themselves to the congregation, and that
practice was on the list, but the Peace surprised me greatly. I know
there are lifelong Episcopalians who don't like the Peace, but for
this to be the thing listed as the most uncomfortable action is important for us to understand.
First, know that I am not suggesting we remove the Passing of the
Peace from the service. This action in many ways represents what
the whole Eucharist is all about, but we can be sensitive to those
around us. Bottom line is that if you see people standing in their
pew alone and not moving around to greet people, please walk
over and simply say to them, "The peace of the Lord be always with
you." Save the visiting until coffee hour but don’t ignore them.
Other things on the list are dirty bathrooms and nursery area, not
enough signs to help find things, and people just not being friendly, saying things like, "You must be new here, because you're sitting in my seat."
The most important things that people commented on liking when
they visited a new church were people being warm and welcoming,
hearing about the ministry and outreach of the parish, seeing involvement from within the congregation and not just a talking clergy, and feeling a sense of the Holy Spirit at work in the space.
If God gives us the gift of bringing into our parish someone who is
seeking God in their life, then we are called to be faithful followers
of Christ and to reach out to them in love and charity. If our church
grows, we pray that God gives us the wisdom to live together in
unity and love. If the Kingdom grows, Thanks Be To God. Amen.

Confirmation is an adult affirmation of faith that occurs
when our Bishop visits the
Parish.
Speak to the clergy or office
about becoming a member of
St. Mark’s by baptism, confirmation or by having your
letter transferred from another church.
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Shawn +

Faith

and Health Ministries
has arranged with Medical Center Pharmacy and the Throwers
to provide Flu Shots at St.
Mark’s Sunday, October 25 after the services and during the
Sunday School hour. Be watching for details.
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October is CAM Month at St. Mark’s
All month we will collect food donations and financial gifts for the work
done at CAM to assist the people of
our community with food, rent, utilities and the other essentials of life.
Please take time each week this
month to buy items from the list of
“pantry foods” below and drop them
in the Yellow Bin in the Parish Hall.
Financial Donations should be marked
for “CAM” in the memo line.
Canned Vegetables
Rice or Instant Potatoes
Peanut Butter & Jelly
Dried Milk
Canned Meat

Canned Fruit
Soup & Crackers
Macaroni & Cheese Spaghetti & Sauce
Grits/Oatmeal
Dry Cereal
Household or Personal Items
(Soap, TP, diapers, toothpaste, etc.)

Backpack Weekend Food Program (BWFP)

The

Backpack Weekend Food Program (BWFP) is a ministry in which St. Mark’s partners
with Gardner Park School and Redeemer Lutheran to feed 25 children each weekend who
might not otherwise have anything to eat. We pack nutritious food in a bag that can go in
the child’s backpack to provide 6 meals and 3 snacks for the weekend. Sara Sprague coordinates our program and it takes volunteers to pack the 25 bags and deliver the food to
the school. You can contact her at sbsprague@bellsouth.net or 704-524-9214 or go to the
sign up listed below to volunteer to help.
If you can’t pack or deliver, you might consider making a donation to help feed a child for
the year. It costs about $300 per child for us to feed them. To donate, mark your check for
BWFP. We encourage everyone to be involved in some way in this wonderful ministry to our
community. And thanks.
http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20f0d44a4ac29fe3-backpack/
St. Mark’s Newsletter - October 2015
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Office Hours: The office is open MondayThursday from 9 to 4 and closed Fridays. Dionne Browning, Parish Administrator, works
all 4 days and Jean is in the office Wednesday
and Thursday of each week. If you have a
pastoral emergency, call the office or
Shawn’s cell @ 704-718-7034.
Bible Study: The Bible 101
group meets Wednesday
mornings at 10 am in Balthis.
The Wednesday Afternoon
Covenant Bible Study Group
meets at 4:30 pm at Covenant Village and is
studying the Gospel of John this fall. Wine
and cheese are served and Eucharist follows
the study time. The Belmont Evening group
meets at 6pm on a Tuesday during the month
and will begin in October.
Our Faith & Health Ministers are
available to check blood pressure
and answer other health related
questions as best they can on the
4th Sunday of each month. Our Parish Nurse Coordinator Reba Childers oversees our Health Ministries with the
support of several other health-professionals
in the congregation who work to keep us all
healthier.
Faith and Health Ministry will offer Flu Shots
in conjunction with Medical Center Pharmacy on Sunday, October 25 during the Sunday
School time and after the two services. There
will be a sign up for “appointments” but dropins will be accommodated. Be watching for
final details.
St. Mark’s Aikido Club meets
Tuesday & Thursday evenings
from 7:00-9:00 pm for all ages.
Dan Gilbert adjusts learning to
meet individual needs. Contact
him at d.gilbert@yahoo.com to
answer questions or stop by one
evening to learn more. Dan is hosting an Aikido Seminar the first week of October here
at St. Mark’s which will include practicioners
from around the country and from the United
Kingdom. Please welcome them if you see the
group here at St. Mark’s next week.
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The Prayer Shawl Group meets the
4th Monday of the month @ 10 at
Caravan Coffee, Belmont to knit and
pray. They are now making Prayer
Squares to carry in your purse or
pocket. Let them know if you want a square. Prayer shawls can wrap you or another person in prayer and are blessed and available at the main
church door. Nancy Brewbaker (704-868-4493)
coordinates the group.
There are two Women’s groups that
meet reg ular l y at St . Mark’s.
The Covenant Circle meets the first
Monday of the month at 10:30 am at
Covenant Village. Troy Merritt leads the
group and they are studying church
history as part of the celebration of the 5ooth anniversary of the Protestant Reformation this year,
The Evening Circle meets the first Monday of
each month at 7 pm. They are using the book The
Scarlet Cord and are discussing the Samaritan
Woman at the Well. Any woman is welcome to join
either group.
Cursillo is a weekend retreat in which
participants learn about God’s overwhelming love for us and work to
strengthen their personal relationship
with God. It is a profoundly life changDeColores! ing experience. The next weekend will
be November 19-22, 2015 in Black
Mountain. Our Cursillo 4th Day Community
meets every other Saturday at 9:00 am in the
Balthis Room for their reunion focusing on their
on-going ministry of prayer, study and action.
Check the calendar for their schedule. Other reunion groups meet during the week. You may join
any group to learn more about Cursillo or speak
to David and Vicki Burns, Father Shawn, or any
who have attended. Look for multicolored crosses.
Baptism: All Saints Sunday, November 1,
is the next opportunity for Baptism at a
regular Sunday service. If you or a member of your family is interested In being
baptized, speak to Fr. Shawn now.
The National Acolyte Festival is October 911 in Washington, DC. There is still time to
join the group heading to DC. Let the office
know immediately if you want to take part.
We leave about noon on Friday, so you have
to miss a little school.
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FLAT JESUS!!

On September 20
we all had the chance to
make a Flat Jesus.
If you were unable to make a
Flat Jesus for your family, or your Flat
Jesus needs to be “laminated” to protect him this year, copies are available
in the box outside Polly’s Office or you
can leave one to be “sealed”.
And remember to let Polly know with
pictures and notes where Flat Jesus is
helping you “share your faith”.

Sunday School is for Everyone!

This

Sunday, October 4, as IHN moves
out, we will have an old fashioned Hymn
Sing. Everyone should come and MAKE A
JOYFUL NOISE!!
Sunday School starts 10/11 from 9:3010:15 (with nursery available) for All Ages:


Marriage: Christopher Knight (son of
Kevin & Peggy) & Tara Poole,
9/12, Midland, NC
Transfer In: Tommy & Margie
Tompkins from St. John’s,
Melbourne, FL

3-5 year olds (those not in kindergarten)
are in our Atrium with Penny Barker and
Polly Redd. They use an experiential
Montessori-based program that is loosely based on Catechesis of the Good
Shepherd and Godly Play.



K-3rd grade are in the Primary Class with
Anna Carsner and her “team”. They use
the lectionary-based Living the Good
News program.

During



4th and 5th graders/Intermediate Class
are using Connect to learn about the Bible and how to find things in it. Julie
Christy and Christi Jolley lead the group.



Our Youth Class is those in 6th—9th
grade and is using Our Faith Our Life to
learn about the Episcopal Church and
how we live our faith. Chad Barker and
Dionne Browning lead this group.



CCD (Christ Conversation & Donuts) is
our 10th, 11th, and 12th graders. They
meet with Walter Hobbs and Duane
Pendleton and talk about how faith and
life intersect.

Parish Transitions & Notice

October we are updating our
records. Dionne, Jean, Polly and
Shawn are making sure we have the
correct addresses, phone numbers
and email contacts for everyone who
is “on our rolls”. If you have recently
joined us, or have moved or changed
your phone or email, please send the
new information to the church office
to ensure you are on all “lists”.
If you are not getting an emailed or
mailed monthly newsletter, regular
email alerts for prayers, or the weekly
Thursday e-blast, we need to know.
Please help us as we update so when
we print the new directory this fall, it
will be as correct as possible. Thanks.
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Adults have 2 options: Java & Jesus in the
Balthis Room that looks at the Sunday Gospel and The Adult Forum which this year
will be looking at components of the Episcopal Church, beginning with the Book of
Common Prayer.
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Youth Group News & Information

Youth Activities are up and running. October’s focus is service through the Backpack Meal program for all groups.

A Message From
The St. Mark's Safety Team

St. Mark’s has a unique group known as the



Safety Team, led by Dan Gilbert. This group 
of men and women are well versed in our response to emergency situations. They have
plans for everything from a lost child up to a
threat to the congregation by weather or
persons. Plans have been written and revised
and the staff and others are trained in what
to do. Safety and security is a unique ministry that focuses on ensuring that everyone
who attends St. Mark's is safe and secure
while participating in our activities.

Club 45 (designed for those in 4th and
5th grade) meets once a month on the
first Sunday. This month they will
meet on October 4 from 4-5:30 for dinner and Team Building.
EYC (the Youth group 6th through 9th
grade) meets every week from 5-7 for
dinner and a program.


October 4 - pack the Backpack
Meals for Gardner Park.



No meeting October 11 for any
group (Acolyte Festival)



October 18 - a day trip that will
be announced.

 October 25 - Camp Thunderbird.
If being part of this Safe Church Team inter Senior Youth (those young people in
ests you, speak to Dan or come by the side
10th—12th grade) will meet October
table in the Parish Hall to learn about the
25 after church for lunch and to pack
work done on our behalf. A meeting is being
our Backpack Meals.
planned for this fall to gather the group and
refresh our efforts to be prepared. We would Each group has their own time and activities as designed by the leadership and by
love to have you join our safety team.
the kids. If you have questions, contact
Watch for future announcements of the date
Corey and Logan Lovelace, Dionne Brownand time for the meeting or contact Dan Giling or Fr. Shawn or speak to Christi Jolbert at d.gilbert@yahoo.com.
ley, Vestry Youth Liaison.

St. Francis Feast Day
Sunday, October 4
Annual Pet Blessing
3:00 pm
Joint Service of
St. Mark’s and All Saints
Bring your pets (all creatures great
and small) to the Labyrinth at All
Saints for the Blessing of the Animals
St. Mark’s Newsletter - October 2015

All Budget Requests for 2016
due in the Office by
Saturday, October 10, 2015
Send to Dionne Browning
(office@stmarksgastonia.org)
or Kristin Major, Senior Warden
or Steve Campbell, Finance Chair
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St. Mark’s Vestry & Parish Leadership

Vestry meetings are generally the third Sunday of the month and are
open to any one interested in attending.
Class of 2015
Vicki Caudill - Pastoral Care
Kristin Major (Senior Warden) - Stewardship/Outreach
Liz Willett (filling unexpired term) - Worship
Class of 2016
Steve Campbell - Finance
Chris Christy (Junior Warden) - Communications
Christi Jolley - Youth/Formation
David Summers - Long Range Planning
Class of 2017
Gary Brewbaker - Finance
Jane Cauthen - Pastoral Care
Jackie Quinley - Parish Life/Newcomers
Blaine Rudisill - Evangelism
If you are interested in learning more about what the vestry does, speak to any member and consider putting your name up for election in January.

BE STILL AND
KNOW THAT I AM GOD
St. Mark’s is hosting 4 families from
Psalm 46:10

In

silence we come to know and live
into the Divine Mystery within each of
us. Contemplative Prayer offers a
deeper awareness of God as the
source and center of all and empowers
us to live an ordinary life with extraordinary love. We are invited to join the
local Contemplative Prayer Group at
Queen of the Apostles, Belmont for an
Introductory Centering Prayer Workshop this Saturday, October 3rd to
learn more about this powerful form
of prayer. Additional information and
online registration is available at
https://copnc.org/event/introductionto-centering-prayer-workshop/.
St. Mark’s Newsletter - October 2015

the Family Promise program this first
week of October. Many thanks to all
who have helped with set-up, meals,
overnight hosts, and those willing to
help with the take down and laundry
this coming weekend. Families are
with us through Sunday, October 4.
We provide a unique fellowship to
homeless families who are working
to move into permanent housing. If
you have any questions, contact Kenna Watts (704-842-0065 or at
kennawatts@aol.com) who coordinates our Family Promise ministry.
Kenna is always looking for people
who might want to help with the coordination, so search your heart and
talk to her.
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Blood Pressure
Checks

Shawl Group,
Belmont

2610 am Prayer 27

20

25 Flu Shots &

after church

19

Office Closed

12Columbus Day 13

Aikido Seminar
All Week Long

18Vestry meets

DOK after church
No Youth meetings

9:30 Regular SS
classes begin for All

11

4-5 Club 45

3:00 pm St. Francis
Pet Blessing
@ All Saints

6

Aikido Seminar
Circle; 7 pm Evening All Week Long
Circle

510:30 Covenant

Sing in PH for all

49:30 am Hymn

Tue

Mon-Thurs: MP @
Tuesdays:
8:15 am, HE on Wed 6:30 pm EfM II
7 pm Aikido

Mon

Sundays 8 am HE I
9:00 am Breakfast
9:30 am SS for All
10:30 am HE II
4:00 pm EfM I
5:00 pm EYC (6-9)

Sun
2

Fri

Fridays: Office
7pm Aikido in PH;
Closed
7 pm HE w/ Healing IHN Week
IHN Week contincontinues
ues

1 Thursdays:

Thu

5 pm Mark’s Place,
Belmont

IHN Week continues

3

Sat

28

21

14

Aikido Seminar
All Week Long

Monthly Eucharist

29

22

15

All Week Long

30

23

16

Aikido Seminar
All Week Long

Budget Requests
due in office

Festival in DC

5 pm Mark’s Place,
Belmont

31HALLOWEEN

4th Day Reunion
5 pm Mark’s Place,
Belmont

249 am Cursillo

Place, Belmont

175 pm Mark’s

4th Day Reunion
5 pm Mark’s Place,
Belmont

73:30 pm Covenant 8Aikido Seminar 9Leave for Acolyte 109 am Cursillo

Wednesdays:
10 am Bible 101
4:30 Covenant BS &
HE
6:30 pm Handbells
7 pm Chancel Choir

Wed

October 2015

SCHEDULE FOR LAY LEADERSHIP – OCTOBER 2015
October 4

October 11

October 18

October 25

Pentecost 19

Pentecost 20

Pentecost 21

Pentecost 22

Feast of St.
Francis of Assisi

DC Acolyte
Festival

Eden Isbell

Liz Willett

Jeff Bozarth

Brenda Gilbert

Judith Maloney

Pat Townsend

Judy JacksonMalina

Judith Maloney

Lay Readers

Chad Barker

Dale Ward

Jay Barnes

Paul Johnstone

10:30 am

Chris Christy

Jay Barnes

Richard Martinez

Mike Janik

Sharon McElveen

David Burns

Rachel Varriale (OT
& Chalice)

Edna & Chuck
Forbes

Will Thrower

Pat & Don Miller

Gary Brewbaker

Cookie & Blaine
Rudisill

Mary Carter & Jim
Butt

Alan Jolley

Austin Biles

Stewart Butt

Duncan Queen

Sophia Varriale

Kyle Bond

David John Major

Valerie Queen

Anthony Varriale

Blaine Rudisill

Zachary Major

Gwen Walker

Keira Eaton

Catherine Rudisill

Austin Major

Jake Walker

Alex Eaton

Tina Queen

Rachel Varriale
(temp)

Lay Readers
8:00 am

Ushers

Greeters

Acolytes

Steve Campbell

*Adult coordinator Maggie Griffin
needed (see Polly) Tripp Griffin
Nursery

Liz Domenico (NT)

Greg Dills
Walter & Judy Hobbs

Alex Williamson

Travis & Betsy
Johnson

Marcia & Emmy
Thrower

Krissy Miura and

Kenna Watts and

Sophia Varriale

Sophi Jolley

Coffee Hour

Jean Eaddy

Ann Brown

Volunteer Needed Candy Grooms

Breakfast

Don Miller

Jim Redd

Greg & Pam Dills

Jeremy McCarey

Children’s
Chapel

The Danis Family

Ethan Barker

Eli Dills

Maggie Griffin

Carol Carothers

Terri Williamson

Polly Redd

David Summer

Kristin Major

Gary Brewbaker

Vestry

Jackie Quinley

Lock-up
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ST. MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

Mark’s Place
Contemporary Worship - Belmont
Saturday Evenings at 5pm
6509-B W. Wilkinson Blvd
Belmont Village Shopping Center
between Bi-Lo & Papa John’s

Morning

Prayer is said
in the church every
Monday thru Thursday
at 8:30. On Wednesdays the group celebrates Eucharist as
part of the service. You
are welcome to join
any morning to begin your day with
St. Mark’s offers a contemporary worship service at prayer.
5:00 pm each Saturday in Belmont. This relaxed, Forward Day By Day also offers an
come-as-you-are service is perfect for those who excellent daily devotion with Bible
cannot worship on Sunday mornings or for anyone verse and meditation. Forwards are
looking for a more contemporary option for worship provided by the Brotherhood and
expression. This is a great way to introduce people are on the main sideboard. Our St.
to the Episcopal tradition in a less threatening Mark’s Facebook page has a daily
space. Want to learn more? Speak to Fr. Shawn, prayer posted each morning taken
check out the Mark’s Place Belmont Facebook page
from a variety of sources.
or web site, or just show up on a Saturday evening
Any of these is a great
and see the great things happening in Belmont.
way to start a daily prayer
All are welcome!
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habit. Join us any morning
in prayer. Amen.
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