ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service

Shawn’s Sabbatical

of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William Robards Wetmore, who had pedaled
a bicycle from Lincolnton for the
occasion.

The other day I became aware that not everyone is familiar with

During the formative years of the
parish, services were held in the
old Academy on the north side of
town, as well as the City Hall and
the old YMCA building on the corner of Main Avenue and South
Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948. The Parish Hall was added
in 1955 and upgraded with additional meeting space in 2005.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367
www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.

the idea of the priest taking a sabbatical. Morgan Gardener during
his tenure here only took one in 1987. Frank King was not in the
parish long enough to have one, so it has been many years since
St. Mark’s experienced a time with a priest on sabbatical. Several
professions routinely offer sabbaticals for people, most notably
those in education and research fields. But sabbaticals have been
a part of ordained ministry for a long time.
What is a "Sabbatical”? The word "sabbatical" comes from the root
word "Sabbath". The original Hebrew word, "shabbat", means a
literal "ceasing". The first "sabbatical" was God's rest on the 7th
day after creation. The Genesis account uses the word "shabbat;"
literally translated, God "ceased" from his labor. Jesus, himself often sought out quiet places away from his ministry to pray, to be
with God, and to be renewed.
The Clergy Sabbatical Program sponsored by our bishops seeks to
ensure that clergy have an opportunity for a time of Sabbath, for a
renewal of spirit and a reaffirmation of life with God. A sabbatical
can offer opportunities for creativity and discovery for both the
clergyperson and the congregation. Recognizing the spiritual and
practical need for sabbaticals, the Diocese prescribes that all
clergy in active, ordained ministry and in their current parish for a
minimum of five years are eligible to take a sabbatical. Sabbaticals
are usually taken between the 5th and 7th years. The clergy is
granted leave time away from normal duties in order to spend an
extended period of time in study, reflection, and renewal. Although it is full leave from ministerial duties, a sabbatical is
different than a vacation. It is a holy time for intentional spiritual
exploration and reflection, aimed at renewing enthusiasm for
ministry, and learning things to share with the congregation. At
the same time a Sabbatical is not just a time of continuing education, but is also a period to reflect on the clergyperson’s life, parish, mission, call and goals for the future, in order to be a more
effective minister of the Gospel and shepherd God’s people.
Why the need for a sabbatical? The following answer comes from
the Diocese of Atlanta. “The pressures on priests are varied and
unrelenting. We ask them to be spiritual guides, counselors,
eloquent preachers, pastoral visitors, learned teachers, staff managers, and all-knowing administrators.” Add to that tight budget,
staffing considerations, and Diocesan responsibilities, you can see
that with all things considered there are high demands on a
priest’s personal life.
When did I last have such a leave of absence? I have never taken a
sabbatical in my 12 years as an Episcopal priest. (Cont. on page 3)
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Worship Services
Sundays
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I Service with sermon
and music, Morning Prayer
on 5th Sundays
10:30 am Eucharist
Rite II Service with choir;
Children’s Chapel during
Liturgy of the Word portion
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Weekday Eucharists
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of
the month, Covenant Village
6:00 pm Wednesdays,
following 4:30 Bible Study
7:00 pm Thursdays (1st,
2nd, 3rd & 5th) with healing,
Order of St. Luke Ministry

Holy Baptism

Baptism

is the main method
for becoming a new member
of the Episcopal Church for
all ages. Baptisms are generally held as part of regular
Sunday worship and traditionally are done on All
Saints Sunday in November,
Epiphany I in January, the
Easter Vigil the Saturday before Easter Day, and Pentecost Sunday. Other times
may be arranged by contacting the clergy or the church
office. Speak to the clergy
about becoming a member
of St. Mark’s or to make arrangements for baptism or
to transfer your letter.

Maundy Thursday, April 5
6 pm Traditional Seder Meal
led by Fr. Shawn as we remember and
celebrate the Passover meal Jesus had
with his disciples. The Daughters of
the King and the Brotherhood will provide and serve the food. Anyone who
would like to help can call Brenda Gilbert to volunteer.
Reservations for the meal must be in
by April 2nd to Barbara Hartsell at 704674-0561 or ladybhartsell@ bellsouth.
net.
Holy Eucharist with Foot Washing and
Stripping the Altar begins at
8 pm following the Seder

Alleluia! Christ is Risen!
The Lord is Risen Indeed! Alleluia!
Easter Day
April 8, 2012
8:00 and 10:30 AM
Festival Holy Eucharist with
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Special Music & Flowering the Cross
followed by Refreshments and
Easter Egg Hunt
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(Shawn’s Sabbatical cont.) I left All Saints’ in Virginia the year I would have taken my first one.

What will I do during my sabbatical? My sabbatical has been crafted around the "being Christ centered"
part of the St. Mark’s mission statement. I plan to visit as many different churches as possible during
this time to see what other faith communities are doing. I will have times of study and retreat. There are
several books I want to read and thoughts I want to collect in some manner. I will also have extended
time of renewal at home to connect with Rosanne and Ruth, and to read, exercise, and take short trips.
What are the benefits of a sabbatical for our parish? Members of the parish family can also enter into
this as a time of sabbath, a personal renewal of purpose. I don’t want to suggest things stop in the parish or that people disappear for three months. The Vestry, Fr. Greg and I hope a parish sabbatical will be
a time for everyone to explore what it really means for St. Mark’s to be Christ centered as we claim.
How do we actively become Christ centered in our community? Over the summer the parish will continue
a journey that we started two years ago involving shared ministry. Looking anew at what we do and why
we do it will help us become more of a "mission church" vs. a "program church." Watch for information
on how we all can do this throughout the summer.
Will I be out of town for three months? No, I have several trips planned, one of which is to Scotland for
three weeks in July, but for most of the time I will be at home in Gastonia.
Will I be available to the people of St. Mark’s in any way when I am in town? The short answer is no. I do
not plan to visit people in the hospital, attend meetings or worship services at St. Mark’s, or even serve
at weddings or funerals. It is important for you to understand that it is not because I do not care about
you. But to say “yes” to one thing is to open the door for everything and then I have lost the purpose of
Sabbatical. I am sure I will run into people around town, and, yes, we can talk, just not about church.
How will my sabbatical be funded? I will use my continuing education funds of $1,000 to help with part
of my expenses and have received a $250 grant from the Diocese. I have also asked the vestry for an
additional grant to help cover costs. I do continue to receive my regular salary as part of the agreement.
Who will substitute for me during my absence? We are blessed that Fr. Greg has been with us for the past
year. This time of my Sabbatical will be an important part of his formation as a future rector. He will get
to experience what is like to write two sermons a week, every week and it would not surprise me to see
him in the end enjoy doing it. I am excited for him and for you. Also, as always Fr. Houston will assist
Greg as needed. My deepest thanks to him.
What other provisions will be made to make sure St. Mark’s runs smoothly during this time? Honestly,
life at St. Mark’s will continue without much of a change. Our outstanding staff of Julia, Polly, Trish and
Jean will carry on with all their normal duties. In my first parish with no staff, I was worried as to how
things would get done. That worry has never entered my mind here and will give me peace as I am
away. I have often said that Fr. Greg is a great priest, and I have no doubt that he will do a wonderful
job in my absence, but he should not be expected to do it all alone. As baptized people, we are all ministers in one way or another, and we already have groups and ministry teams that keep our community
life active. For example, the Pastoral Care Ministry currently assists in a variety of ways, including
visiting sick and home-bound parishioners both in the hospital and their homes, taking the Eucharist to
those unable to come to regular services, and serving as a resource for those who need help. With these
and other preparation efforts already in motion, the renewal time for church leaders and the St. Mark’s
congregation has, in a sense, already begun.
How can St. Mark’s act as a supportive participant leading up to this time of renewal? Please pray that
the Holy Spirit will pour the blessings of renewal and rest not only on me during my time away, but on
the entire St. Mark’s parish family. Please look for opportunities to serve and become a minister! Christ
calls us all to actively serve each other, not to be a passive, consuming audience waiting on one spiritual
leader to act in our place.
How will we reconnect upon my return? I will give a presentation of my sabbatical time when I return,
probably in August, for anyone who is interested, and I hope you will be willing and able to share your
journey with me then too. I leave you in good hands.
Shawn +
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Office Hours The office is closed Fridays but
messages are checked during the day. If you
have a pastoral emergency, contact Fr. Shawn at
704-718-7034 or Fr. Greg at 828-230-7617. Be
sure to keep these numbers handy.
During Playground Construction the
Franklin side doorbell will be harder to access, so from the other doors, knock
loudly for us to hear you and get to the
door or call us on your cell phone to be let in.
St. Mark’s Nursing Home Birthday
Ministry on the 1st Friday of the
month at 3:00 pm (Note: In April because of the Easter season, the group
will meet the 2nd Friday.) brings flowers and a
card to Abingdon Place residents with birthdays during the month. The group shares a Bible story, along with cake and ice cream. If you
would like to be part of this ministry in any way,
contact Troy Merritt (704-604-3636) or Mike
Janik (704-825-9942).
Cursillo is a retreat weekend held twice a
year at Christmont Center in Black Mountain. Cursillo provides a place for a person to look at what Christ has done for
you and what you can do for Christ. Cursillo
#73 is May 10-13. Registrations need to be
turned in soon if you want to attend. David
Burns is the weekend leader and several other
members of St. Mark’s will be there. Speak to
anyone with a “rainbow” cross for more information.
Bible Study Groups:
The Wednesday Afternoon Group
meets at 4:30 pm each week in the
Balthis Room to study the Acts of the Apostles,
followed by a mid-week Eucharist for those who
can
st ay.
Everyone
is
welcome.
Belmont Evening Group meets about every 3
weeks at 6:30 pm at the home of Blaine and
Cookie Rudisill in Belmont. They are studying
Genesis. Call Cookie Rudisill at 825-3045 for
directions or meeting information.
3rd East Carolina Acolyte Festival is
April 27-28 at St. Andrew’s by the Sea,
Nags Head. Cost is $35.00 and covers everything for two days at the beach learning
about the ministry of being an acolyte. Interested? Speak to Fr. Shawn.
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St. Mark’s Merchandise including polo
shirts, sweat shirts, hats, visors, tote bags,
and aprons all with the St.Mark’s logo is
available on the web site for reasonable
prices. All proceeds from the sale of our items goes
toward our many Outreach projects.
T’ai Chi, an ancient meditative exercise
from China, is taught every Wednesday
from 12:00 to 1:00 in the Parish Hall by
Carol Feezell. Dress in comfortable clothes
and shoes and join the group. Carol can
answer questions at 704-691-4937 or at
her web site www.greatenergy4you.com.
Names 2012 Graduates! Please let Polly or
the church office know the names of children or grandchildren who will graduate
from high school and college this spring,
including the name of the high school attending and where/what is planned after graduation.
For college grads include school and degree with any
future plans. Deadline is April 23rd, please, for the
next newsletter.
Ash Wednesday $ to As One: $320.00 was
collected at the Community Ash Wednesday
service and sent to As One Ministries.

I want to thank everyone for their
prayerful consideration during our
giving campaign this year. Whether
you pledged or decided to give without making a formal pledge, I am grateful for
your commitment to the work we are doing together by the grace of God. You have given
generously over the past few years and your
gifts have helped St. Mark’s continue to be a
strong and vibrant community of faith. Please
know that I do not take for granted each of
you who make continuous sacrifices for our
common life and for the sake of the Gospel.
Peace,
Shawn +

Parish Transitions
Deaths - Jim Taylor, Mark Taylor’s father, Gastonia
Bill Cauthen, Cathy Young & Will
Cauthen’s father, Columbia, SC
Dr. Thomas “Lynch” Murphy, Sr, father and
father-in-law of Tom and Nan Murphy, Jr,
Gastonia
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God’s Abundant Garden
An Environmental Study of Creation
June 25 through 28 (Monday through Thursday)
@ All Saints Church Facilities
A Joint-Venture of All Saints and St. Mark’s

Mark your calendars and plan to be part of the wonderful event that
is the St. Mark’s/All Saints Bible School. We will be looking at our
earth and what God expects us all to do to help protect and sustain
it. We will study water and seeds, soil and plants, and we will participate in the All Saints Community Garden work.
Registration begins in April and volunteers are needed for teaching,
crafts, music, and much more. Be watching for your chance to help!!
Episcopal Church Women’s News

All women are part of the Episcopal Church Women at St. Mark’s. We have an active group of
women who serve in many ways throughout the parish. All women are encouraged to attend
ECW activities.

•

2 Circle groups meet each month for Bible study and fellowship with other women:

•

The Daytime Circle meets the 1st Monday at 10:30 am in the living room of Covenant Village.
Betsy Steketee coordinates the group and Polly Redd is leading a study of the Old Testament.
The next meeting is April 2nd and the program is on the period of the Babylonian Exile.

•

The Evening Circle meets the 1st Tuesday at 7 pm in the Balthis Room for dessert and Bible
study. The next meeting is April 3rd and the study is the women at the tomb on the First
Easter.

•

The next General ECW meeting will be Sunday, May 6th following the 10:30 service. Bring a salad to
share with the group. Dessert and beverage will be provided. The program will be on the Church Periodical Club (CPC). We also will have our used book sale to raise funds for CPC. Beginning on April
22nd, bring those books you are finished with to church for the sale. Nancy Brewbaker coordinates
CPC for us.

•

ECW supports many ministries in both the church and the community. An executive committee
group decided this year to support Run for the Money with contributions to The ARC of Gaston
County, The Shelter of Gaston County, Sherwood Elementary PTO, and With Friends, Inc. who all
work with women or children locally. The committee also decided to provide one scholarship for a
St. Mark’s child to go to Camp Henry. Remember to bring your change for the Miles of Pennies collection each week and keep putting your pennies with your thanksgivings in your Blue UTO boxes.
Women may also continue to support all ECW’s ministry by sending in their contributions (that used
to come in small blue envelopes each month) to the church office marked for “ECW”.
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Please take time to look at the information on
this page about the many opportunities for
ministry at St. Mark’s in the area of Pastoral
Care. Anyone interested in any area may contact the person listed and become a member
of that ministry team.

Pastoral Care

The Ministry of Pastoral Care
Ministry Support Leader - Jay Barnes
Vestry Liaisons: Jay Barnes, Judy Maloney, Brenda Gilbert, Michelle Jarbeau, Debbie Brake
Ministry Support Team - Jay Barnes, Heather Griffin, Brenda Gilbert, Polly Redd, the clergy
Ministries w/ Contact Person
Lay Eucharistic Ministers
Dale Ward

Hospital Visits

Bereavement

Heather Griffin

Brenda Gilbert

Prayer Shawls
Nancy Brewbaker

Debbie Brake
Missing In Worship

Home Meals

(includes the new Pew Registers)
Jane Cauthen

Faith & Health Ministry
(includes Family Crises, Wellness)

Brenda Gilbert

Heather Griffin & Judy Maloney
Michelle Jarbeau

Ministry Descriptions:
Lay Eucharistic Ministers are trained persons, directed by the clergy and Dale Ward, who take Eucharist
to our shut-ins and others who, for whatever reason, are unable to attend church regularly.
Hospital Visits is a ministry that provides prayer and support for those in the hospital. Heather has been
trained through Caromont’s Chaplain’s office in Clinical Pastoral Care and is available, along with our
clergy, to visit those in hospitals and nursing homes, as requested. Remember that hospitals no longer
notify the church when you are there, so call the church office if you have a need or an emergency.
The Bereavement Committee, under the leadership of Brenda Gilbert, provides food and other support
to families who have experienced a death. The group is available on the day of funerals and memorial
services to help with services and other needs and provides either lunch or a reception.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry is people who knit or crochet prayer shawls that are blessed and given to
those in need of the comfort of “being wrapped in prayer”. Nancy Brewbaker coordinates this ministry.
Missing in Worship is a plan to better keep up with the ebb and flow of our attendance. Over 400 people call St. Mark’s home and on any Sunday over 150 of them are in attendance. This ministry is designed to ensure that we notice when someone is not attending and respond to them in love and caring.
Home Meals, coordinated by Brenda Gilbert, is a ministry to provide meals on a short term basis to individuals and families that might need support due to illness, hospitalization or other family crisis.
The Faith & Health Ministry, in covenant with Caromont and their Parish Nurse program, is an opportunity for those in the many health related fields (medicine, nursing, counseling and other mental health
work, fitness, nutrition, etc.) to work together to keep the members of our parish and the larger community healthy and well. Several members of the Support Team, as well as two of our RN’s, are in the
orientation and training now and others will join later. Several events are being talked about as we explore how to keep us all well. Be watching for more news about the Faith & Health activities.
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YOUTH NEWS

2012 Budget (as approved by Vestry 3-18-12)

April finds lots of great activities for St. Mark’s Income
Youth as the school year winds down and we
head toward Youth Sunday on June 3.

Pledges
Non-Pledged Income
Arrears Pledges
Loose Offering/Misc.
Checking
Operating Reserve
Special Gifts
Total Income

•

April 1- Club 45 (@ 4 pm) and EYC (@ 5:30)
with dinner at 5 for both groups: Program
on activities at Camp Henry, Special Guest
Ian Williams, Director of Camp Henry

•

April 8 - Easter Day, No meetings

•

April 15 - Spring Break, No meetings

•

April 22 - 5-7 pm, Spring Cookout and FrisProgram:
bee Golf; details will be available in the bulletin and by email. Mark your calendars to
be sure to attend.

•

April 29 - Service Project with Holy Angels
for EYC following the Church Spring Picnic.
Details to follow.
Worship:

For more information, contact Fr. Greg, Rebecca
Adams, or Tom Gray.

World Malaria Day-April 25

Malaria

is a devastating disease
found around the world, but of particular concern in sub-Saharan Africa where it kills one
child every minute. The eradication of malaria
has been a key part of the United Nations Millennium Development Goals designed to bring
an end to world poverty by 2015. Episcopal
Relief & Development created a program called
“Nets for Life”, which has been instrumental in
helping reach this goal. Their insecticidetreated nets cover 3-5 family members and
cost only $12. The Presiding Bishop Katharine
Jefferts-Schori has requested all dioceses contribute to this program. If you are looking for a
way to mark World Malaria Day, or you have
been collecting money as part of your Lenten
disciplines, you might consider making your
donation to “Nets for Life”. You may send a
check to the Diocesan Office in Asheville
marked for Nets for Life or visit Episcopal Relief & Development at www.er-d.org and follow
the links to donate there. All moneys brought
to St. Mark’s as part of our Lenten calendars
will be sent to ER&D for the Nets to Life
program. Bring your can of coins to the
church Easter Day.
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300,000
20,000
2,600
5,000
31,040
2,400
4,500
365,540

Expenses
Christian Education
EYC
Parish Life
Church Development
Communications
Program Subtotal

1,500
500
600
250
500
3,350

Altar
Choir Expenses
Worship Aids
Order of St. Luke
Worship Subtotal

1,000
1,400
450
250
3,100

Outreach:

Outreach Committee
Diocesan Pledge
Rector’s Disc. Fund
Outreach Subtotal

2,500
21,263
0
23,763

Administration: Salaries
220,348
Supply Support
250
Rector’s Cell Phone
500
Assoc.’s Cell Phone
500
Rector’s Travel
2,500
Assoc.’s Travel
2,000
Rector’s Continuing Ed
1,000
Assoc.’s Continuing Ed
1,000
Staff Continuing Ed
500
Insurance-Healthcare
16,000
Insurance-Bldg/Work.Comp
6,000
Pensions
26,056
Church Utilities
19,000
Maintenance/Repair
20,500
Office/Communications
16,000
Data Processing
500
Miscellaneous
1,800
Administration Subtotal
334,454
Total Expenses

Net Ordinary Income

364,667
873
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Palm Sunday8-HEI

Mon

10:30 Daytime
Circle Meeting @
Covenant

2

15

8am-HE I

10:30 St Mark’s Day
Spring Outdoor
Service and Picnic
Details TBA

8am-MP I

29

9am-Breakfast
9:30-SS
10:30-HE II
5:30-EYC

22

9am-Breakfast
9:30-SS
10:30-HE II
Vestry following
5:30-EYC

30

23

16

8 & 10:30 HE
Easter Egg Hunt
following

8am-HE I

Easter

Office Closed for

8Easter Day 9

9:30 SS, 10:30 HEI w/
Palms Ian Williams
here for Camp Henry
12 Brotherhood
4

1

Sun
6:30-Outreach

7-9 Aikido

7-9 Aikido

7-9 Aikido

24

17

10

7-9 Aikido
7 pm Evening
Circle Meeting in
Balthis Room

3

Tue
Noon-T’ai Chi

Noon-T’ai Chi

Noon-T’ai Chi

World Malaria
Day-Support ER&D
Noon-T’ai Chi 4:30
Bible Study w/
Eucharist @ 6pm
6:30 & 7-Choirs

25

4:30 Bible Study w/
Eucharist @ 6pm
6:30 & 7-Choirs
7 pm-Endowment

18

4:30 Bible Study w/
Eucharist @ 6pm
6:30 & 7-Choirs

11

3:30 Monthly Covenant Eucharist
4:30 Bible Study w/
Eucharist @ 6pm

4

Wed
MaundyThursday

7pm-OSL

7pm-OSL

7-9 Aikido

26

Healing Service
7-9 Aikido

19

Healing Service
7-9 Aikido

12

6pm-Seder, PH
8pm-Eucharist w/
foot washing, stripping altar

5

Thu

3 pm-

27

20

Abingdon Birthday
Ministry Party
(NOTE: 1 time date
change)

13

Stations Noon,
3pm, 7pm
2pm-Children’s
Stations

Good Friday

6

Fri

April 2012
Holy Saturday

28

21

14

7pm-The Great
Easter Vigil w/
Baptism

7

Sat

April Schedule of Sunday Lay Servers
Vestry Person Responsible for April Lock-Up - Brenda Gilbert
April 1, 2012

Palm Sunday

(April 15th continued)

Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Mary Stamey; 10:30
Ben Rudisill, Brenda Gilbert, Jay Barnes (C)

Ushers: Duane Pendleton, Alan Jolley

Ushers: Will and Marcia Thrower

Greeters: Jeanna and Russ Tiller

Acolytes: Stewart Butt, David John Major, Ally Adams
Greeters: Price and Bill Thrower

Children’s Chapel: Kristen and David John Major, Terri
Willilamson

Children’s Chapel: Polly and Jim Redd, Ethan Barker

Nursery: Julie and Chris Christy

Nursery: Andrew and Jackie Quinley

Breakfast: Jim Redd

Breakfast: Continental Breakfast Available

Coffee Hour: Donna Taylor

Coffee Hour: Candy Grooms

April 22, 2012

April 5, 2012
Layreader: Pete Brake, David Burns

Acolytes: Coralie Watts, Sophi and Thomas Jolley

Easter III

Maundy Thursday Layreaders: 8:00 Jim Redd, Judy Maloney; 10:30 Mike
Janik, Cathy Young, Joe Saunders (C)
Ushers: Patt McRoberts, Tina Queen

Ushers: Gary Brewbaker and Steve Campbell
Acolytes: Alex Campbell, Duncan and Valerie Queen
April 7, 2012

Holy Saturday

Greeters: Pat and Don Miller
Children’s Chapel: Christi Jolley, Travis and Colby
Feezell

Ushers: TBA
Acolytes: Coralie Watts, Austin Biles
April 8, 2012

Acolytes: Austin Biles, Christina and Jackson Vaughn

Easter Day

Layreaders: 8:00 Ed Hoerning, Vicki Caudill; 10:30
Russ Tiller, Liz Domenico, Chris Christy (C)

Breakfast: Travis Feezell
Coffee Hour: Mary Vaughn
April 29, 2012

Ushers: Kevin and Peggy Knight
Acolytes: Alex Campbell, Harry Tiller, Sophia Varriale
Greeters: Walter and Judy Hobbs
Children’s Chapel: Polly and Jim Redd, Emma Grey
Taylor
Nursery: Brenda Gilbert, Debbie Brake,

Easter IV

Layreaders: 8:00 (Morning Prayer) Ed Hoerning, Judy
Malina; 10:30 Alex Williamson, David Burns,
Dale Ward (C)
Ushers: Bill Seabrook, Mike Stanley
Acolytes: Clay Williamson, Reynolds and Mary Lyon
Greeters: Greg Dills, Celia Billings

No Breakfast

Children’s Chapel: Julie Christy, Debbie Brake,
Anthony Varriale

Coffee Hour: Jane Cauthen
April 15, 2012

Nursery: Debbie Brake, Donna Taylor

Easter II

Layreaders: 8:00 Elizabeth Willett, Pat Townsend;
10:30 Fred Hadfield, Paul Johnstone, Chad
Barker (C)

Nursery: Merryman Cleveland, Terri Williamson
Breakfast: Don Miller
Coffee Hour: Jeanna Tiller

Announcing

St. Mark's Safety Team's members - John Anderson, Chad Barker, Brenda
and Dan Gilbert, Don Miller, Duane Pendleton, Tina Queen, Jim Redd, Cathy and David
Young, and Jackie and Andrew Quinley. These individuals have all volunteered to assist
in keeping St. Mark's safe and secure and have reviewed state recommended safety
team training. They will work with the Ushers and Greeters during services as well as be
available as needed during the week. St Mark's safety team information can be found at
https://sites.google.com/site/stmarkssafety/. All parishioners are encouraged to cut and paste
this address into your browser and review the material on the site about how to safely respond to
an emergency. “The best defense is a good offense” so please read what to do before it happens.
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ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

ALTAR FLOWERS

Our

Camp Henry Dates for 2012
June 17-23: Senior High
June 24-30: Grades 3-5
July 1-7: Grades 6-8
July 8-10: Parents w/1st Timers (K-3) &
Camp Henry Service Camp (10th-12th)
July 11-14: Mini Camp (Grades 2-3)
July 15-21: Grades 4-6
July 22-28: Grades 7-9

Summer will be here soon and Camp Henry is
filling up. Ian Williams will be at St. Mark’s on
Palm Sunday, April 1st, to answer all your questions about camp. Information folders are in the
office. Make plans and register now.
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Altar is decorated on
Sundays
with
flowers
which are given by up to
3 families in memory of
or in honor of a loved one or an occasion. You may sign up in the book by
the elevator to give flowers for a particular date. The cost is $43.00 per
donation and special requests for type
or color of flowers used are accepted
for an additional cost, if applicable.
Altar flowers are generally sent to the
hospital or to our shut-ins. Green
plants are used when there is no donation and during Lent. If you would
like more information about how to
give altar flowers on a Sunday, call the
church office and speak to either Jean
or Trish.
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