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CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED 

Touching Lives   +   Transforming Hearts   +   ¢ŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ 

St. Markõs Newsletter - July 2012           

On July 13, 1877, the first service 

of record for what was later to be-

come St . Markõs Parish was con-

ducted by the Rev. William 

Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a 

bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.  

During the parishõs formative 

years, services were held in the old 

Academy on the north side, as well 

as City Hall and the old YMCA 

building on Main Avenue and 

South Street.  

A church building was erected on 

West Long Avenue and was conse-

crated November 20, 1903, by the 

Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St. 

Markõs officially became a parish 

in 1915 with an enrollment of 74 

communicants.  

The present location of St . Markõs 

was acquired and converted in 

1948 and the Parish Hall added in 

1955. Upgrades with additional 

meeting space were done in 2005.  

 

St. Markõs Episcopal Church 

258 W. Franklin Blvd.  

Gastonia, NC 28052  

704 -864 -4531  

fax 704 -865 -3367  

www.stmarksgastonia.org  

 

The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector  

(on Sabbatical)  

The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.  

The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon   

(on Sabbatical)  

Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music  

Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian 

Formation & Communication  

Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.  

Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.  
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Godõs Abundant Garden 

Vacation Bible School - 2012  

A  wonderful learning experience was had for 21 children from 

St. Markõs and All Saintsõ as we looked at the Creation Story 

and all that God has made on our wonderful òGarden Planetó. 

We talked about water, soil, seeds, animals and the abundant 

harvest that we have . We planted vegetables in the All Saintsõ 

Community Garden and herbs to take home. We made concrete 

garden markers for our own homes and studied the science of 

seeds and dirt. It was a fun week and we are thankful for all 

those who both helped and shared their children. Here and on 

page 3 are pictures from the week. Enjoy.  
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Sundays  

8:00 am Eucharist      

Rite I Service with sermon 

and music, Morning Prayer 

on 5th Sundays  

9:30 am Family Service            

Child Friendly, Rite II Eucha-

rist with homily, Parish Hall  

10:30 am Eucharist             

Rite II  Service with sermon 

and music , Childrenõs Chap-

el & Sunday morning for-

mation are on summer re-

cess.   

Weekday Services  

8:00 - 9:00  am Monday - 

Thursday, Morning Prayer  

3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of 

the month, Covenant Village  

7:00 pm Thursdays (1st, 

2nd, 3rd & 5th) HE with  

healing, Order of St. Luke  

Holy Baptism is the way to 

become a member of the 

Episcopal Church for all ag-

es. Baptisms are held as part 

of Sunday worship 4 times a 

year, All Saints (Nov), Epipha-

ny (Jan), the Saturday before 

Easter Day, and Pentecost. 

Other times may be ar-

ranged by contacting the 

clergy or the office. Speak to 

them about becoming a 

member of St . Markõs or to 

arrange for baptism or to 

transfer your letter.   
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Worship Services  

for Summer  
Parking Courtesy;  St. Markõs has always 

served the needs of all parishioners with 

love and caring. Because we are having such 

a great turnout for the 9:30 Family Service, 

many of our more elderly members are hav-

ing a difficult time finding a òcloseó parking place when 

they arrive for the 10 :30 service . It might be ògood eti-

quetteó for those of us who are younger and more able to 

leave the closest parking spots for those who have more 

difficulty walking, particularly in the summer heat. Thanks.  

With Friends is a private non -profit community 

based organization in Gaston County that works 

to provide a positive difference in the lives of 

children and youth ages 10 -21 who are home-

less, transient, at -risk, disadvantaged or in cri-

sis. With Friends  provides residential care, coun-

seling, education and outreach, follow -up and 

referral services all focused on positive youth development. Tuga 

Adams, Kenna Watts, Betsy Steketee, and Judy Hobbs currently 

serve on the Board of Directors and are collectively working with 

the organization . The ECW of St . Markõs also has supported the 

group financially.  

One way that members of the parish can help is to provide items 

that are part of the ongoing needs at the three shelters that are 

operated by With Friends for these young people as they move for-

ward to turn their lives around. The list is below and we thank you 

for any items of support you can provide:  

Furniture     Appliances  Kitchen    Household Items  

Sofa(s)      Stove  Can Opener      Twin Sheets  

End Tables      Refrigerators       Pots & Pans       Pillows  

Chairs         Washing Machine Dishes       Blankets  

Twin Beds        Dryer    Eating &      Curtains  

Coffee Table     Dishwasher     Cooking Utensils   

Lamps       Microwaves   Cups       Mattress Covers  

          Dish Rack      Clocks/Radios  

      Blender      Light Bulbs  

      Toaster      Batteries  

      Coffee Makers  Iron  

           Ironing Board  

There are always ongoing needs for consumable items like paper 

products and toiletries. Items can be brought to the church and 

put in the yellow bin near the elevator or you may call Judy Hobbs 

at 704 -867 -8812 or mimi -3@carolina.rr.com  for pick up arrange-

ments. Thank you in advance for your help.  
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More Vacation Bible School Pictures  
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 Peach/Blueberry Cobbler  

 

 

 

 

 

 Lots of Music with 

Julia & David  


