
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service

God’s Abundant Garden

of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William
Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.

Vacation Bible School - 2012

During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.

A wonderful learning experience

was had for 21 children from
St. Mark’s and All Saints’ as we looked at the Creation Story
and all that God has made on our wonderful “Garden Planet”.
We talked about water, soil, seeds, animals and the abundant
harvest that we have. We planted vegetables in the All Saints’
Community Garden and herbs to take home. We made concrete
garden markers for our own homes and studied the science of
seeds and dirt. It was a fun week and we are thankful for all
those who both helped and shared their children. Here and on
page 3 are pictures from the week. Enjoy.
Making
Concrete
Garden
Markers

The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367

The Science
of Dirt
Sidewalk Art

www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
(on Sabbatical)
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon
(on Sabbatical)
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.
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Worship Services
for Summer
Sundays
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I Service with sermon
and music, Morning Prayer
on 5th Sundays
9:30 am Family Service
Child Friendly, Rite II Eucharist with homily, Parish Hall
10:30 am Eucharist
Rite II Service with sermon
and music, Children’s Chapel & Sunday morning formation are on summer recess.

Weekday Services
8:00 - 9:00 am Monday Thursday, Morning Prayer
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of
the month, Covenant Village

Parking Courtesy; St. Mark’s has always
served the needs of all parishioners with
love and caring. Because we are having such
a great turnout for the 9:30 Family Service,
many of our more elderly members are having a difficult time finding a “close” parking place when
they arrive for the 10:30 service. It might be “good etiquette” for those of us who are younger and more able to
leave the closest parking spots for those who have more
difficulty walking, particularly in the summer heat. Thanks.

With

Friends is a private non-profit community
based organization in Gaston County that works
to provide a positive difference in the lives of
children and youth ages 10-21 who are homeless, transient, at-risk, disadvantaged or in crisis. With Friends provides residential care, counseling, education and outreach, follow-up and
referral services all focused on positive youth development. Tuga
Adams, Kenna Watts, Betsy Steketee, and Judy Hobbs currently
serve on the Board of Directors and are collectively working with
the organization. The ECW of St. Mark’s also has supported the
group financially.
One way that members of the parish can help is to provide items
that are part of the ongoing needs at the three shelters that are
operated by With Friends for these young people as they move forward to turn their lives around. The list is below and we thank you
for any items of support you can provide:

7:00 pm Thursdays (1st,
2nd, 3rd & 5th) HE with
healing, Order of St. Luke

Furniture

Appliances

Kitchen

Household Items

Sofa(s)

Stove

Can Opener

Twin Sheets

End Tables

Refrigerators

Pots & Pans

Pillows

Holy Baptism is the way to

Chairs

Washing Machine Dishes

Blankets

become a member of the
Episcopal Church for all ages. Baptisms are held as part
of Sunday worship 4 times a
year, All Saints (Nov), Epiphany (Jan), the Saturday before
Easter Day, and Pentecost.
Other times may be arranged by contacting the
clergy or the office. Speak to
them about becoming a
member of St. Mark’s or to
arrange for baptism or to
transfer your letter.

Twin Beds

Dryer

Curtains

Coffee Table

Dishwasher

Lamps

Microwaves

Eating &

Cooking Utensils
Cups

Mattress Covers

Dish Rack

Clocks/Radios

Blender

Light Bulbs

Toaster

Batteries

Coffee Makers Iron
Ironing Board
There are always ongoing needs for consumable items like paper
products and toiletries. Items can be brought to the church and
put in the yellow bin near the elevator or you may call Judy Hobbs
at 704-867-8812 or mimi-3@carolina.rr.com for pick up arrangements. Thank you in advance for your help.
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More Vacation Bible School Pictures
Concrete
Garden Markers

Near the Garden
Everyone Together!

Making Fresh
Salsa with
Miss Terri

Peach/Blueberry Cobbler

Lots of Music with
Julia & David
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Office Hours The office is closed Fridays but
messages are checked. If you have a pastoral
emergency, remember that Shawn is on Sabbatical and contact Fr. Greg at 828-230-7617. Be
sure to keep this number handy.
St. Mark’s Nursing Home Birthday
Ministry on the 1st Friday of the
month at 3:00 pm brings flowers and
a card to Abingdon Place residents
with birthdays during the month. The group
shares a Bible story, along with cake and ice
cream. If you would like to be part of this ministry in any way, contact Troy Merritt (704-6043636) or Mike Janik (704-825-9942).
T’ai Chi Class & the Bible Study Groups
are
taking a summer break, to resume in August.
ARC’s Kamp Kaleidoscope is again
using our space this summer from
June 20th through August 2nd. You
can help by donating much needed art
and craft supplies, as well as snack
items. A list of needed items is posted on the
wall near the nursery.
CPC News: Remember to keep bringing
your pennies to the jar in the Narthex for
the CPC Miles of Pennies campaign. It
takes $822.00 to make a mile and we are
working on our second one at St. Mark’s.
Congratulations to David John Major
who won the “Name that Cowboy” contest at the Schiele Museum. His willing
entry was “Sheriff Schiele”.
More Congratulations to Trish Anderson who was named “Volunteer of the
Year” by Keep Gastonia Beautiful!
Salvation Army Team served on June
12th with the following people contributing chicken, green beans, peaches or
potato salad: Beth Elkin, Cookie &
Blaine Rudisill, Ben & Janet Rudisill,
Price Thrower, Judy Hobbs, Edna Forbes,
Michelle Jarbeau, Tom & Marilyn Mecca, Kenna
Watts, Mary Stamey, Trish Anderson, Debbie
Scarborough, and Ann Brown. Wonderful and
giving Mary Stamey served over 100 grateful
people that evening. If you are interested in
being part of a Salvation Army Team, contact
Brook Crawford (brookcrawford@live.com).

St. Mark’s Newsletter - July 2012

Education for Ministry
(EfM) is a wonderful academic program from the
University of the South that is designed to cover a 4
years of study of scripture, church history and theological thinking. The program is made up of weekly
meetings for discussion and reflection with outside
reading and preparation. Members must commit to
meet regularly for one year at a time to think about
their ministry and their individual role in that ministry. St. Mark’s is organizing a group to start this September. At least 8 committed people are needed for
a group and we believe we now have those people.
Pete Brake and Greg McIntyre are working to get EfM
ready to start soon. If you are at all interested in being part of an Old Testament Bible study for the
2012-13 academic year, speak to Pete (704-8620709) or Fr. Greg to begin the process. Cost for materials and EfM tuition will be discussed when you
register for the group. St. Mark’s has many graduates
of the EfM program who would be happy to tell you
about it.
The Evening ECW Circle will next meet on
August 7th (skipping July). Wine and dessert
are served and there is usually a lively discussion of the chosen Bible segment. All
women are welcome. We begin at 7 pm and
are done by 8 so that children can be taken home
after Aikido. The Daytime Circle that meets at Covenant Village resumes Monday, September 10 when
they will be studying the journeys of the Apostle
Paul.
Meals on Wheels: Carolyn Healy,
along with Hal Domenico, have been
taking Meals on Wheels to some of
Gaston County’s shut -ins for over 7 years and they
would like to find others to help with this outreach.
Meals on Wheels is operated by the Office for Aging
in Social Services. Their route is done on the 2nd and
5th Thursday of each month and takes about 1 1/2
hours to do, so it is really not time consuming to do.
You start about 10:30 and are finished by lunch. You
deliver to the same people each time so you get to
know your people and the directions are very easy to
follow. Carolyn reports it is most rewarding work. If
you are interested in helping Hal and Carolyn with
this or have questions, call Carolyn at 865-8209 and
she will be happy to talk to you.

Parish Transitions
Deaths - Ruth Teem, Member of the Parish, 6/6
Janet Saunders, Member of the Parish, 6/14
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MISSION TRIP NEWS
A group of 7-10 St. Mark’s

teens and adults are in Boone
this week working with Pastor Chris Eidse from the
Boone Mennonite Brethren Church there.
They are working on replacing a set of
steps for a family and the work is very
hard. The group is staying at Road’s End
Retreat Center and reporta
are the food is great, plus
there is worship and other
activity, including a rafting
trip. Please hold the group in
your prayers and watch the church facebook page (find us at StMarksEpiscopalChurchGastonia) to see pictures and read
report postings during the week. Thanks
to Travis Feezell who organized the mission trip this year. Plans are already in the
works for next year’s trip outside the Diocese.

NEW PLATFORM
For St. Mark’s Info
St. Mark’s Facebook Page
Have you “liked” our
facebook page yet?
“Like” us by going to:
www.facebook.com/
StMarksEpiscopalChurchGastonia

Watch the group page for news
and pictures you can use, plus
daily devotionals and prayers.

SUMMER FAMILY SERVICE

DOK Officer Installation

9:30 am in the Parish Hall

On Saturday, June 2 Brenda Gilbert, St. Ve-

Summer is a more relaxed time of
year and St. Mark’s offers a more
relaxed Eucharist service each
Sunday geared toward families with children in the Parish Hall. The service used
comes from Enriching Our Worship and
is designed with inclusive language and
a very simple format. A host family
helps with greeting, reading the lessons,
leading prayers, serving the chalice, collecting the offertory and more each
week and we serve donuts afterwards.
The noise level is a little higher and the
music is a little more peppy, but the worship is great.
Come worship with your children and
be ready to head to the lake by 10:30 on
Sunday morning. Everyone welcome!
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ronica’s Chapter of the Daughters of the
King, was installed as President for the Diocese of Western North Carolina DOK at
Good Shepherd, Cashiers. The Daughters is
a 26,000 person strong religious order that
takes vows of prayer, service and evangelism. In the photo are Anita Quinley, Brenda, & Sharon Johnston (back) and Hilary
Giner-Sorolia, Bev Jackman, & Elaine Chen
(front).
Contact
E d n a
Forbes
for information
a b o u t
DOK
at
St. Mark.
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Ministry is what the Church is all about. Ministry is
how we move beyond our own walls to reach out to
those in need, as Jesus would have us do. The Diocese of Western North Carolina is in the midst of a
campaign to increase the ministry of the diocese by
decreasing our debt. Read below about the program
and how you can help.

Freed for ministry

Freed for ministry
A Campaign to Eliminate the Debt
that stands between us and the ministries
we want our diocese to support.

Lake Logan is a beautiful facility that provides much in the way of ministry, formation, and

enrichment to the people of this diocese, especially the youth. However, it also has a large
mortgage, an enormous debt which regularly drains money from the diocesan operating
funds to cover debt load. This is money that could go toward ministry in many other places. A recent diocesan survey found overwhelming support for paying down this debt to
free up moneys for additional ministries.
The survey set the following priorities for new or expanded ministry in the Diocese:
Campus Ministries: To fund chaplains at Appalachian State, Western Carolina, and UNCAsheville at least half-time for all three campuses.
Human Hurt & Hope Fund: This fund works to distribute moneys to congregations partnering to address poverty and marginalization issues throughout this part of the state.
The hope is to increase funding to the Human Hurt & Hope Fund by $50,000.
Camp Henry Scholarships: Camp Henry provides a wonderful setting for all children in
the diocese to grow in their faith and love of God’s world. Over 480 children used this
wonderful facility last year, but many are not able to afford to attend camp. The third
priority is to increase the scholarship moneys available so that all may attend camp.
Spanish-Speaking Ministries: Ministry to this rapidly growing community in the Episcopal Church is very important to serving others in our diocese. Moneys are needed for
clergy salaries in small congregations and programs, such as ESL and preschool, to provide resources for Latinos across our diocese. The success of La Capilla de Santa Maria
in Hendersonville testifies to the importance of this ministry.
Please consider a pledge to the Freed for ministry Campaign. The Vestry will be making a
donation for the parish, and individual pledges are encouraged from ever person in the Diocese. Every gift, not matter the size or form (including gifts of stock or other planned giving), is important to this campaign. Forms are available in the church office and on the diocesan webpage. More information can also be gotten from the clergy or from John Anderson, who is spearheading the campaign for St. Mark’s. Be watching for the St. Mark’s Campaign information coming soon.
Everyone is asked to support the Diocese of Western North Carolina
St. Mark’s Newsletter - July 2012
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Several Thank You’s from People
Ruth Burns thanks everyone for
Words from a note from Joe Saunders:
I don’t know how to thank this wonderful congregation enough for your love and prayers given
during my trying times. I appreciate your kind
sympathy cards, remarks, and hugs. I especially
thank you for the Beyond This Day book.
Thank you to all who were so kind to Janet during her last days. She insisted I bring her to worship at St. Mark’s, even when she was in pain and
a wheelchair.
At her service on June 18th Fr. Greg, Deacon Pat,
and Sophia Varriale gave Janet a great send-off! I
thank everyone who participated in the service
and the visitation.
Janet and I loved St. Mark’s and I will continue to
love all of you.
Your brother in Christ, Joe Saunders
The 77th General Convention
of the Episcopal Church
July 5-12, 2012, Indianapolis, Indiana

This

month the clergy and lay deputies, bishops and
women of the Episcopal Church gather for their 77th
triennial convention in Indianapolis. Our convention is
a bi-cameral system that works to hear all voices as the
church looks to both manage this large “corporation”
and seeks to continue the work of Christ in the world.
Much of the time is spent discussing and deciding on
resolutions about all possible issues. You will hear
many of these issues discussed in the news over the
two week period. We ask that you pray for the lay and
clergy and for our bishops along with all the other people who will be attending this very important meeting.
Almighty and everlasting Father, you have given the Holy
Spirit to abide with us forever. Bless, we pray, with his
grace and presence, the bishops and other clergy and the
laity here soon to be assembled in your Name, at the
77th General Convention, that your church, being preserved in true faith and godly discipline, may fulfill all
the mind of Him who loved it and gave Himself for it,
your Son, Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns
with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and for ever. Amen. (The Book of Common Prayer)
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the prayers, cards, food, and flowers she received during her recent
illness and rehabilitation. She is
still in active therapy but is doing
much better.

A recent note from a past IHN
Family:

We would like to extend a heartfelt thank you for your gracious
hospitality shown to our family in
our time of need. May God continue to keep and bless you for your
charity.
Yours in His Service,
The Grimes Family
School Tools for
Gaston County Children

This fall St. Mark’s again is

invited to help children in our county who need the supplies for their
education. We are partnering with
Gardner Park and Sherwood Elementary Schools to provide items. As
you are out and about this summer,
keep your eyes open for School Supply Sales. The items needed are:
notebooks
paper
pencils/pens
markers
crayons
glue sticks
construction paper
folders
Book Bags
tissue
sanitizer
bandaids
craft supplies
Anything that you would get for your
own children can be used by the
teachers this year. Thank you.
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5th Sun, MP
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Vestry Meets

15
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8 –9 am daily
ARC Kamo in Residence M-Th, 9-3
each day

8 am-HE I
9:30 am-Family Service
10:30 am-HE II

DOK Meets

MP Mon-Thurs,

2

Mon

Sunday Services:

1

Sun
Tues/Thurs: 7-

31

24

17

10

9 Aikido Classes

3

Tue
Fourth of July

25

18

11

Office Closed
NOTE: No Covenant
Eucharist Service in
July due to holiday.

4

Wed
7 pm OSL HHE &

Saints

26

19

12

OSL @ All

Healing (1st, 2nd, &
3rd week)

5

Thu

July 2012
3 pm-Abingdon

27

20

13

Birthday Ministry

6

Fri

28

21

14

7

Sat

July Schedule of Sunday Lay Servers
Vestry Person Responsible for July Lock-Up - Jay Barnes
July 1, 2012

Pentecost V

Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Judy Maloney;
10:30 Alex Williamson, Liz Domenico,
David Burns (C)
9:30 Host Family: The Chris Christy Family
Ushers: Don and Pat Miller

(July 22 continued from below)
9:30 Host Family: The Russ Tiller Family
Ushers: Will and Marcia Thrower
Acolyte: Duncan Queen
Greeters: Patt McRoberts and Tina Queen
Nursery: Anna and Richard Carsner

Acolyte: Clay Williamson

Coffee Hour: TBA

Greeters: Terri Williamson
Nursery: Jeremy and Morgan McCarey
Coffee Hour: Beth Landis
July 8, 2012

July 29, 2012
Pentecost VI

Layreaders: 8:00 Liz Willett, Vicki Caudill; 10:30
Paul Johnstone, Cathy Young, Chad
Barker (C)
9:30 Host Family: Tina Queen & the Don Millers
Ushers: Gary Brewbaker and Steve Campbell
Acolyte: Austin Biles

Pentecost IX

Ushers: 8:00 (Morning Prayer) Liz Willett, Pat
Townsend; 10:30 Claude Hueitt, Pete
Brake, Paul Johnstone (C)
9:30 Host Family: The Mark Taylor Family
Ushers: Russ and Jeanna Tiller
Acolyte:jackson Cloninger
Greeters: Mike Stanley
Nursery: Page and Ryan King

Greeters: Jean Eaddy
Nursery: Andrew and Jackie Quinley

Coffee Hour: Jean Eaddy

Coffee Hour: Marilyn Mecca

July 15, 2012

Pentecost VII

Layreaders: 8:00 Ed Hoerning, Judy Malina;
10:30 Ann & Dale Ward, Claude Hueitt (C)
9:30 Host Family: The Travis Feezell Family
Ushers: Walter and Judy Hobbs
Acolyte: Ally Adams
Greeters: Bill Seabrook and Greg Dills
Nursery: Brenda and Breanna Gilbert
Coffee Hour: Carolyn Healy
July 22, 2012

Morning Prayer
Offered Daily
St. Mark’s offers Morning

Prayer in the church each
weekday, Monday through
Thursday.
The schedule consists of:
Contemplative Prayer beginning at 8:00
am
The Daily Office at 8:15 am

Pentecost VIII

Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Mary Stamey;
10:30 Fred Hadfield, Brenda Gilbert, Joe
Saunders (C)
(Continued in the next column)
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A Lectionary-based Response and Discussion in the Balthis Room from 8:30 to
9:00 am.
Our weekly Bible Study groups and weeknight Eucharist are on “recess” through the
summer months.
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258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

IMPORTANT
PLAYGROUND
INFORMATION
Our playground is a great

addition to the campus. Please help
us all keep it a safe place. As a
policy, please remember that:
1. Children should not be on the playground
during church services.
2. At least one adult needs to be with children on the playground for security at all
times.
3. Children should always be escorted to the
area, not allowed to go out alone, as it is
an active parking lot and access is open
to our downtown area and a main street.
Thank you for helping us keep everyone who
uses our facilities safe and secure at all
times.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Our Altar is decorated on Sun-

days with flowers given by up to
3 families in memory of or in
honor of a loved one or occasion. A sign-up book is by the elevator for
people to select an available date. Cost is
$43.00 per donation and special requests
for type or color of flowers are accepted
for an additional cost, if applicable. Altar
flowers are generally sent to the hospital
or shut-ins. Green plants are used when
there is no donation and during the season of Lent. For more information about
how to give altar flowers on a particular
date, call the church office and speak to
either Jean or Trish.
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