ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service
of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.
During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367
www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
(on Sabbatical)
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon
(on Sabbatical)
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.

It’s hard

for me to believe that I’ve been here a year now. On
the one hand, it seems like just yesterday that I was driving
down from New York City in a moving truck, but on the other, I
feel like I’ve been here forever. So first of all I want to say
thank you for all that you have done to make my family and me
feel welcome here. The most common question I have gotten
over the year has been, “How do you like St. Mark’s and Gastonia?” My answer is always the same. “I love it!” Then I add,
“The best part is the people there.” And I mean it. I just don’t
see how I could have landed among a nicer group of people.
This is a healthy, vibrant, forgiving, and fun Church.
I feel very fortunate to have this job too. I love the fact that I’m
in an assistant position where I have been able to learn a great
deal without being thrown right in as a rector somewhere. I
feel even more fortunate because assistant positions are few
and far between in the Episcopal Church these days. I also love
the fact that I’m working with Father Shawn. He is a great mentor, and most importantly, he is kind beyond all measure. And
I love the fact that I landed back in the Diocese of Western
North Carolina among old friends. It’s a great diocese. The
longer I’m at St. Mark’s, the more I feel like I am just where I
am supposed to be right now.
Another question I have been hearing lately, and this is changing the subject slightly, is, “Why does St. Mark’s shut down in
the summer?” It’s true; St. Mark’s does change its pace in the
summer. It feels more relaxed and perhaps a little more casual
without a full choir and acolytes at the 10:30 service. We don’t
have Sunday School. And, admittedly, attendance does drop
off as people leave town on vacation. But when I got to thinking about it, St. Mark’s has a lot to offer over the summer.
For starters, we increase the number of Sunday services by 50%
as we add the Family Service. This is a very fun and vibrant
service that was well attended last summer. Anyone who hasn’t experienced this, I would encourage you to do so at least
once. While it may pull some attendance from the 10:30 service, this service accomplishes a number of very important
things. It provides a child focused church experience while at
the same time giving the Sunday school and Children’s Chapel
volunteers a much-needed break. That’s not all we do for children, though. We also offer vacation bible school and a youth
mission trip, both of which will be outstanding this summer.
And then there’s one of my personal favorites, Camp Henry,
which has traditionally been very well attended by St. Mark’s
children and youth. Never underestimate (continued on page 2)
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Worship Services
for Summer
Sundays
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I Service with sermon
and music, Morning Prayer
on 5th Sundays
9:30 am Family Service
Child Friendly, Rite II Eucharist with homily, Parish Hall
10:30 am Eucharist
Rite II Service with sermon
and music, Children’s
Chapel & Sunday morning
formation are on summer
recess.

Weekday Services

(continued from page 1) the amount of spiritual formation and development that takes place there at Camp.

This summer, for adults, we also have Morning Prayer on Monday
through Thursday. This is an additional four hours of Christian
formation offered every week. So when you get down to it, it’s not
that the Church is “shutting down for” the summer. It really
spreads out and adapts to meet the needs of a people who spread
out and change their life styles with this season. It does back off
in intensity, but that is because we ourselves back off in intensity
with the heat of summer. We go outdoors more. We spread out
and take trips. We experience rest and renewal and re-creation,
something we in the Judo-Christian tradition call “Sabbath.” And
that is a natural and good thing.
On the one hand, we should accept and enjoy the shift of the season for what it is and not fight it or curse it, but on the other
hand, we should not let our relationship with God drop off either.
So if you have an idea about how we can improve our community’s
focus on Christ this summer, please let me know. Many blessings
as we move into the summer.
Greg McIntyre +

8:00 - 9:00 am Monday -

WHAT ? St. Mark’s Summer Mission Trip
WHO ? Rising 7th graders through any adult

Thursday, Morning Prayer

(adults may come for all or part of the week)

3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of
the month, Covenant Village
7:00 pm Thursdays (1st,
2nd, 3rd & 5th) with healing,
Order of St. Luke Ministry

Holy Baptism is the way to
become a member of the
Episcopal Church for all
ages. Baptisms are held as
part of Sunday worship 4
times a year, All Saints (Nov),
Epiphany (Jan), the Saturday
before Easter Day, and Pentecost. Other times may be
arranged by contacting the
clergy or the office. Speak to
them about becoming a
member of St. Mark’s or to
arrange for baptism or to
transfer your letter.

WHEN ? 8 am, Monday, June 25 through late
afternoon, Friday, June 29

WHERE ? Working with Pastor Chris Eidse from the Boone Mennonite Brethren Church fixing houses, yard work, painting, etc.,
in Boone and the surrounding area. Specific activities will be
contingent on group size and skill level.
We will stay at Road’s End Retreat, an Episcopal retreat center
outside Boone, with lodging, swimming, trails, chapel and
much more. They provide our breakfast and dinner. Lunch will
be with the Mennonites each day.
There will be daily morning prayer, evening fellowship, and at
least one river tubing trip.

WHY ? To work together in community to help those who are
less fortunate than we are. To serve our Diocesan community.
To allow more church members to participate, even for 1 day.

COST ? $0 - That’s right, nothing. Donations will be accepted
to cover work materials and to support the work of Road’s End.

And HOW ? Contact Travis Feezell at travisfeezell@gmail.com
or Fr. Greg at gem@stmarksgastonia.org and get on their lists.
Chaperones and others to provide transportation are needed,
plus donations from anyone who wants to support the trip.
Join this great opportunity to be in community & serve others.
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June 25 through 28 (Monday thru Thursday)
9:00 am to 1:00 pm
A Joint-Venture of All Saints’ and St. Mark’s
Who Should Come!
All children 4 years old
through 4th grade
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Themes
Water
Seeds
Soil
Plants
Animals
Harvest
All the things that make a
Garden GROW!!

Scriptures for the Week
Exodus 17:1-7 • Water from the Rock
Mark 4ff • The Mustard Seed
Genesis 1:9ff • God creates the dry ground
John 10 & Luke 15 • Jesus the Good Shepherd
Zechariah 8:10 • God gives us all we need
for abundant harvest
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Activities
• Looking
at the
world & the
problems of wate
r &
food for all
• Work in
All Saints’
Community
Garden
• What it
means to
carry water
• Food Dis
tribution
• Special
Snacks &
Much, Much M
ore!
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Office Hours The office is closed Fridays but
messages are checked. If you have a pastoral
emergency, remember that Shawn is on Sabbatical and contact Fr. Greg at 828-230-7617. Be
sure to keep this number handy.
St. Mark’s Nursing Home Birthday
Ministry on the 1st Friday of the
month at 3:00 pm brings flowers and
a card to Abingdon Place residents
with birthdays during the month. The group
shares a Bible story, along with cake and ice
cream. If you would like to be part of this ministry in any way, contact Troy Merritt (704-6043636) or Mike Janik (704-825-9942).
St. Mark’s Merchandise including
polo shirts, sweat shirts, hats, visors,
tote bags, and aprons all with the
St.Mark’s logo is available on the web
site for reasonable prices. All proceeds from the
sale of our items go towards our many Outreach projects. Contact Carol Barker for info.
T’ai Chi & The Bible Study Groups are taking a
break for the summer, to resume in August.
As One Ministries
works
with
the
homeless in
our
county and collects
toiletries to use as needed. As you travel this
summer, remember to pick up those small bottles of shampoo, lotion, and other items from
motels you visit and put them in the orange bin
near the elevator. Any personal item welcome.
As One Ministries

ARC’s Kamp Kaleidoscope will again
use St. Mark’s space this summer
from June 20th through August 2nd.
A list of needed items is posted near
the nursery. Please help by donating.
The ECW Covenant Circle has stopped
for the summer, but the Tuesday Evening Circle will meet as announced. Be
watching the bulletins for meeting days
and time and for when both circles will
start back up in the fall.
Many thanks to Nancy Brewbaker who organized the CPC Book Sale which raised
$90 for printed materials around the
world. Remember to keep bringing your
pennies to the jar in the Narthex for the CPC
Miles of Pennies campaign.
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More Graduates: Congratulations to Dan Gilbert who earned his Master in International
Affairs degree from North Georgia College
this May.
Education for Ministry
(EfM) is an academic program from the University
of the South that was designed to cover 4 years of study in scripture, church
history and theological thinking. The program is
made up of weekly meetings for discussion and reflection with outside reading and preparation. Members commit to meet regularly for a year at a time to
think about their ministry and our individual roles in
it. St. Mark’s has been working to organize a group
to begin this September. At least 8 committed people
are needed for a group and we believe we now have
those people. Pete Brake and Greg McIntyre are working to get EfM ready to start soon. If you are at all
interested in being part of an Old Testament Bible
study for 2012-13, speak to Pete (704-862-0709) or
Fr. Greg to begin the process. Cost for materials and
“tuition” for the program will be discussed when you
register for the group.
Faith & Health Ministry Update: Several members of our Pastoral Care Team, along with two
members who are registered nurses are going
through the CaroMont Faith & Health Orientation program as part of our partnership with the hospital and our efforts to promote wellness in the parish. The parish has taken a survey of what is needed
for wellness here. Exciting events are being planned
to help us all be healthier and get more information
about health issues. Be watching for Faith & Health
events as they come up.

+

Many thanks to all who helped make our Blood
Drive a success. We had 14 donors register and 12
units of blood collected. Thanks especially to Jim
Carriel for organizing the event.

Parish Transitions
Births - Anna Marie Jordan, daughter of Ann &
Jimmy, sister of Connor, April 27
Transfers In - Tom Carson, who I left off last
month’s newsletter, from St. John’s,
Charlotte (my apologies)
Deaths - Homer Hall, former member, in Salisbury
on 4/28
Jean G. King, longtime member, on 5/7
Pearl Marsh, mother of Price Thrower, in
High Point, 5/21
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YOUTH NEWS
EYC has been very exciting this year. The group has met regularly for food, fun, fellowship, learning, and service. There have been large groups and small, disc golf and Frisbee, pizza and hot
dogs, and much more. There have been monthly meetings of those in Club 45 and this week
sees the culmination of the year with Youth Sunday and Senior Recognition when all the ministry
positions from the front door to the communion rail are covered by the youth of our parish. Please
take time on Sunday to thank all the young people for what they contribute to our community. Congratulations to Gibson Montgomery, Will Campbell and Coralie Watts, our graduating seniors.
Special thanks must go to the adults who have helped guide our youth this year:

•

Fr. Greg and Rebecca Adams who served as the Youth Ministers for both EYC and Club 45.

•

Pam Dills and Tom Gray who served as youth advisors and provided communication for the two
groups.

•

All the parents who provided transportation, meals and support for the many activities.

Be sure to read the article on page 2 about the Mission Trip in June and plan to be a part of this
great opportunity for service with the youth. (Special thanks to the Brotherhood and Travis Feezell
for their help planning and carrying out with this trip.)
Please be sure to come to coffee hour after the Youth Sunday Service this week to enjoy Lemonade
and Ice Cream Sundaes provided by the Christian Formation Department in celebration of all our
young people.

SUMMER SCHEDULE
FAMILY SERVICE
9:30 am in the Parish Hall
Summer is a more relaxed time of
year and St. Mark’s offers a more
relaxed Eucharist service each
Sunday geared toward families
with children. The more contemporary service meets in the Parish Hall and includes
a host family who helps with greeting,
reading the lessons, leading prayers, serving the chalice, collecting the offertory
and much more. We also serve donuts after the service. The noise level is a little
higher and the music is a little more
peppy, usually involving motions.
Come worship with your children and
then be ready to head to the lake by 10:30
on Sundays. Everyone welcome!
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NEW PLATFORM
For St. Mark’s Info
St. Mark’s Facebook Page
Are you on Facebook?
Join the St. Mark’s Page
“Like” St. Mark’s by going to:
www.facebook.com/
StMarksEpiscopalChurchGastonia

See you there!
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Ministry is what the Church is all about. Ministry is
how we move beyond our own walls to reach out to
those in need, as Jesus would have us do. The Diocese of Western North Carolina is in the midst of a
campaign to increase the ministry of the diocese by
decreasing our debt. Read below about the program
and how you can help.

Freed for ministry

Freed for ministry
A Campaign to Eliminate the Debt
that stands between us and the ministries
we want our diocese to support.
Lake Logan is a beautiful facility that provides much in the way of ministry, formation, and
enrichment to the people of this diocese, especially the youth. However, it also has a large
mortgage, an enormous debt which regularly drains money from the diocesan operating
funds to cover debt load. This is money that could go toward ministry in many other
places. A recent diocesan survey found overwhelming support for paying down this debt to
free up moneys for additional ministries.
The survey set the following priorities for new or expanded ministry in the Diocese:
•

Campus Ministries: To fund chaplains at Appalachian State, Western Carolina, and UNCAsheville at least half-time for all three campuses.

•

Human Hurt & Hope Fund: This fund works to distribute moneys to congregations partnering to address poverty and marginalization issues throughout this part of the state.
The hope is to increase funding to the Human Hurt & Hope Fund by $50,000.

•

Camp Henry Scholarships: Camp Henry provides a wonderful setting for all children in
the diocese to grow in their faith and love of God’s world. Over 480 children used this
wonderful facility last year, but many are not able to afford to attend camp. The third
priority is to increase the scholarship moneys available so that all may attend camp.

•

Spanish-Speaking Ministries: Ministry to this rapidly growing community in the Episcopal Church is very important to serving others in our diocese. Moneys are needed for
clergy salaries in small congregations and programs, such as ESL and preschool, to provide resources for Latinos across our diocese. The success of La Capilla de Santa Maria
in Hendersonville testifies to the importance of this ministry.

Please consider a pledge to the Freed for ministry Campaign. The Vestry is looking at making a donation for the parish, but individual pledges are also needed. Every gift, not matter
the size or form (including gifts of stock or other planned giving), is important to this campaign. Forms are available in the church office and on the diocesan webpage. More information can also be gotten from the clergy or from John Anderson, who is spearheading the
campaign for St. Mark’s.
Everyone is asked to support the Diocese of Western North Carolina
as we move forward in ministry together.
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SAINT MARK’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA
INFORMATION UPDATE FORM
We are working to update all our membership information as we move to a new data
system. In the process of shifting, we have discovered a lot of missing pieces. Please
fill out the following information for the members of your family and return this
sheet to the church office by June 15th. If you have any questions about what is
needed, contact Trish or Jean in the church office at 704-864-4531, ext 1 or 8. Thanks!

FAMILY LAST NAME _____________________________________________________
INDIVIDUAL FAMILY FIRST & MIDDLE NAMES
_________________________________ _______________________________________
_________________________________ _______________________________________
_________________________________ _______________________________________
_________________________________ _______________________________________
ADDRESS ________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
HOME PHONE # _________________________________________________________
CELL PHONE # (not to be published) ____________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ________________________________________________________
IMPORTANT DATES FOR EACH PERSON - birth date (month/day), anniversary, baptism dates if known, confirmation, etc: ____________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
St. Mark’s Newsletter - June 2012
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7 pm Celebration of Freedom Concert, 1st Bapt. (call
Nancy Brewbaker for
info to sing)

24

Father’s Day
Vestry meets after
church

17

DOK meets after
church

Family Service
@ 9:30 added in
Parish Hall

10

Brotherhood meets
after Church

DAY @ 10:30

Mon

Tue

26

25

VBS - Thursday
@ All Saints 9:301:00
Mission Trip leaves
for Boone @ 8 am

19

12

18

11

5

VBS 9:30-1

27

VBS 9:30-1

Kamp Kaleidoscope begins M-Th

209-3 ARC

13

6

Wednesdays: NOTET’ai Chi and Choirs
are on break for the
summer.

Wed

7

Thu

28

VBS 9:30-1
(OSL @ All Saints)

7 pm OSL HE
& Healing

21

14

FLAG DAY
7 pm OSL HE
& Healing
6:30 ARC
Orientatation

7 pm - Evening
3:30 pm Monthly
7 pm OSL HE &
Circle Group, Balthis Covenant Eucharist Healing

Morning Prayer Mon- Tuesdays & Thursday through Thursdays: 7-9 Aikido
day: Contemplative
Class
Silence @ 8am, MP @
8:15, Scripture Response @ 8:30-9:00

3 YOUTH SUN- 4

Sundays: HE I, 8am
HE II, 10:30 am

Sun

29

Mission Trip
Group Returns

22

15

8

3 pm-Abingdon
Birthday Ministry

1

Fri

June 2012

30

23

16

9

2

Sat

June Schedule of Sunday Lay Servers
Vestry Person Responsible for June Lock-Up - Debbie Brake
June 3, 2012

Trinity Sunday June 17, 2012

Pentecost III
Father’s Day

Youth Sunday
Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Judy Malina
10:30 Layreaders, Ushers, Greeters, and other Ministers of the Liturgy will be members of Club 45 & EYC.

Layreaders: 8:00 Mike Janik, Mary Stamey; 10:30
Chad Barker, David Burns, Joe Saunders (C)
9:30 Host Family: The David Major Family

Acolytes: Alex Williamson, Tina Queen, Brenda
Gilbert, Walter Hobbs, Alan Jolley

Ushers: Celia Billings and Patt McRoberts

Nursery: Donna Taylor and Leilani Rabourn

Greeters: Mary Butt and Tina Queen

Coffee Hour: The Christian Formation Department

Nursery: Rachel and Sophia Varriale

Acolyte: Stewart Butt

Coffee Hour: Fran Howe
June 10, 2012

Pentecost II

Layreaders: 8:00 Ed Hoerning, Vickie Caudill; 10:30
Russ Tiller, Chris Christy, Brenda Gilbert (C)

June 22, 2012

Pentecost IV

9:30 Host Family: The Vince Varriale Family

Layreaders: 8:00 Liz Willett, Pat Townsend; 10:30
Claude Hueitt, Jeff Bozarth, (NT & C) Alex
Williamson

Ushers: Edna and Chuck Forbes

9:30 Host Family: The Tripp Griffin Family

Acolyte: Alex Campbell

Ushers: Debbie Brake and Duane Pendleton

Greeters: Mike Stanley and Alan Jolley

Acolyte: Coralie Watts

Nursery: Chad and Penny Barker

Greeters: Jean Eaddy

Coffee Hour: Pat Miller

Nursery: Kenna Watts and Terri Williamson
Coffee Hour: Carolyn Healy

IMPORTANT
PLAYGROUND
INFORMATION
Our

new playground is a great addition to the parish campus. Please
help us all keep it a safe place. As a
policy, please remember that:
1. Children should not be on the
playground during church services.
2. At least one adult needs to be with children
on the playground for security at all times.
3. Children should always be escorted to the
area, not allowed to go out alone, as it is an
active parking lot and access is open to our
downtown area and a main street.
Thank you for helping us keep everyone who
uses our facilities safe and secure at all times.
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Morning Prayer
Offered Daily
St. Mark’s offers Morning
Prayer in the church each
weekday, Monday through
Thursday.
The schedule consists of:
•

Contemplative
8:00 am

Prayer

beginning

at

•

The Daily Office at 8:15 am

•

A Lectionary-based Response and Discussion in the Balthis Room from 8:30
to 9:00 am.

Our Wednesday Bible Study and Eucharist
is not meeting through the summer
months.
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ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

ALTAR FLOWERS

Our Altar is decorated on Sundays
with flowers which can be given by
up to 3 families in memory of or in
honor of a loved one or any occasion. A sign-up book is available by
the elevator for people to select a
particular date. Cost is $43.00 per donation and
special requests for type or color of flowers used
are accepted for an additional cost, if applicable.
Altar flowers are generally sent to the hospital or
to our shut-ins. Green plants are used when
there is no donation and during the season of
Lent. June 24th and several dates in July are
available if you wish to donate during the summer. For more information about how to give altar flowers on a particular Sunday, call the
church office and speak to either Jean or Trish.
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