ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service
of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.
During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005.

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.
Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
fax 704-865-3367
www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
(on Sabbatical)
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
The Rev. Pat Cheshire, Deacon
(on Sabbatical)
Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music
Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.
Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.

With

Father Shawn and our deacon Pat both leaving for their
sabbaticals this month, the words of my father keep ringing in
my head. Until he retired a few years ago, he was in the Navy
reserves and had to be away one weekend a month and go on
two or more weeks of active duty every year. When my brother
and I got old enough, he would always say the same thing before he left, “You boys hold down the fort and help your
mother while I’m gone.” Hold down the fort? I never quite figured out the metaphor - and now that I think of it “holding
down a fort” would be more of an Army thing - but I knew what
he meant. I think he realized that a crucial part of our family
structure would be absent for a time and that the “fort” (our
house in this case) could potentially become less stable…or
fortified.
So while Shawn and Pat are away, in many respects, I view our
task as one of “holding down the fort.” This does not mean we
have to “hunker down,” or “baton down the hatches.” We will
continue to be spirit led, adaptive, and flexible. It does mean,
however, that we will need to pay close attention to our base,
our foundation, that rock upon which this house is built - Jesus
Christ. This is also an opportunity to work on our basic structure, or core, and become stronger from within. To this end, I
am proposing that we utilize one of the best tools in the Christian playbook (and our Prayer Book). I suggest we begin with
prayer.
For some time now, I have been discerning a Morning Prayer
practice for Saint Mark’s. I have been listening to others, to the
whisperings of the Holy Spirit, and to the context within our
community. And if there ever was a time to begin this journey,
I believe it is now.
Here’s the initial plan. We will offer a time for prayer each
morning, Monday through Thursday, from 8:00 to 9:00 AM.
There will be three parts to each morning. First, beginning in
the sanctuary, we will offer silent contemplative prayer beginning at 8:00. Second, we will move into Morning Prayer Rite II
in the Book of Common Prayer, beginning at 8:15. Thirdly, we
will grab a cup of coffee and head into the Balthis Room to discuss the daily readings until 9:00. Actually, the first week or
so, we will discuss the nature and technical aspects of parts
one and two until we get our bearings. And we will be very deliberate to hold ourselves to the specified end time of 9:00. I
for one could drink coffee and chat all day, but our norm will
be the understanding that we need to get on with our day. The
whole thing is optional, obviously, but so (continued on page 2)
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Worship Services
Sundays
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I Service with sermon
and music, Morning Prayer
on 5th Sundays
10:30 am Eucharist
Rite II Service with choir;
Children’s Chapel during Liturgy of the Word portion

Weekday Eucharists
3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of
the month, Covenant Village

are the three individual components. This is
to help accommodate various schedules and different prayer interests. No one should feel they have to stay for all three parts nor
feel remiss for skipping out on any one of the segments.

(continued from page 1)

Here’s the other thing we need. We need at least a few people who
would be interested in beginning their day this way at least once
or twice a week. It would be entirely unreasonable to expect that
everyone should attend, although that wouldn’t be a bad thing. A
faithful minority who will be praying on behalf of the majority is a
good way of thinking about participation. We will also need people
to read and to lead, because Morning Prayer does not have to be
lead by clergy.
So please consider this vital new practice while Shawn and Pat are
away. We will “hold down this fort” with prayer. We will go deeper
in our lives of faith, understanding, and compassion, both as individuals and as a whole. We will be transformed from within and
enriched and rewarded for our labor. And we will move ever closer
to the people God is beaconing us to be for the Church and for the
world.
Yours in Christ,
Greg +

7:00 pm Thursdays (1st,
2nd, 3rd & 5th) with healing,
Order of St. Luke Ministry

Holy Baptism

Baptism

is the main method
for becoming a new member
of the Episcopal Church for
all ages. Baptisms are generally held as part of regular
Sunday worship and traditionally are done on All
Saints Sunday in November,
Epiphany I in January, the
Easter Vigil the Saturday before Easter Day, and Pentecost Sunday. Pentecost, May
27th, is the next date for
Baptism. Other times may
be arranged by contacting
the clergy or the church office. Speak to the clergy
about becoming a member
of St. Mark’s or to make arrangements for baptism or
to transfer your letter.

Faith & Health Ministry

Several

member of the Pastoral Care Team in addition to two of our members who are registered
nurses are currently going through the CaroMont
Faith & Health Orientation program as part of our
partnership with the hospital and our efforts to promote wellness in the parish. Be watching for Faith and Health activities
to begin this summer with such events as a blood pressure
clinic or programs on various aspects of personal wellness.
Also be sure to support our Blood Drive planned for May 17th.

WHAT: St. Mark’s Summer Mission Trip
WHEN: Sunday, June 24 through Saturday, June 30
WHERE: Not fully determined, but probably in the
mountains near Boone

WHY: To work together in community to help those who are
less fortunate than we are

WHO: Rising 7th graders through any adult who would like to
go

And HOW? By telling Fr. Greg you are interested as soon as
possible as he makes the final plans for housing and activities.
Be sure to get this date on your calendars and in your vacation
planning to be part of a fantastic week of work and play. (And
yes, it is the same week as VBS, so plan accordingly.)
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Food, Fellowship, and Fun for All!!
Hotdogs & Hamburgers on the Grill!
Bring a vegetable, salad or dessert to share!
Donations will be taken up to help cover food costs.
Wear your casual clothes!
Bring lawn chairs and pop-up shelters!

St. Mark’s Blood Drive
In memory of Gerry Adcock
& in honor of Rosanne Griffith
& Janet Saunders

Thursday, May 17
3:00 to 7:00 PM
St. Mark’s Parish Hall

Call Jim Carriel @ 704-866-4446 to
schedule an appointment for that day.
Special Regional Drawing for All Donors
to win a $1000.00 Gift Card.
St. Mark’s Newsletter - May 2012

Education

for Ministry (EfM) is an academic
study program from the University of the South,
Sewanee, designed to cover 4 years of study in
scripture, church history and theological thinking. The program has weekly meetings for discussion and reflection plus outside reading and
preparation. The group commits to each other
agreeing to meet regularly for one year at a time
to think about ministry and our individual roles
in it. St. Mark’s has been working to organize a
group to begin this September. At least 8 committed people are needed for a group and we believe we now have those people. Pete Brake and
Greg McIntyre are working to get EfM ready to
start soon. If you are at all interested in being
part of an Old Testament Bible study for 201213, speak to Pete (704-862-0709) or Greg to begin the process. Cost for materials and “tuition”
for the program will be discussed when you register for the group.
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As One Ministries, which
works with the homeless
people in our county, collects toiletries for them to use as needed. As you
travel, remember to pick up those small bottles of
shampoo, lotion, soap and other items from motels
you visit, as well as dental gifts (like floss and paste)
from your checkups and other small travel size
items. Any and all items are welcome in the large orange bin near the elevator.
As One Ministries

Office Hours The office is closed Fridays but
messages are checked. If you have a pastoral
emergency, remember that Shawn is on Sabbatical and contact Fr. Greg at 828-230-7617. Be
sure to keep this number handy.
St. Mark’s Nursing Home Birthday
Ministry on the 1st Friday of the
month at 3:00 pm brings flowers and
a card to Abingdon Place residents
with birthdays during the month. The group
shares a Bible story, along with cake and ice
cream. If you would like to be part of this ministry in any way, contact Troy Merritt (704-6043636) or Mike Janik (704-825-9942).
Cursillo is a retreat weekend held twice a
year at Christmont Center in Black Mountain. Cursillo provides a place for a person to look at what Christ has done for you and
what you can do for Christ. Cursillo #73 is May
10-13. Registration is now if you want to attend. David Burns is the weekend leader and
several members of St. Mark’s will be there.
Speak to anyone with a “rainbow” cross for
more information.
Bible Study Groups:
The Wednesday Afternoon Group is
taking a break from their regular meetings this summer. Be sure to read the article
about the new Morning Prayer and Lectionary
Response to be offered daily this summer.
Belmont Evening Group meets monthly at 6:30
pm at Blaine and Cookie Rudisill’s in Belmont.
They are studying Genesis. Call Cookie at 8253045 for directions or meeting info.
St. Mark’s Merchandise including
polo shirts, sweat shirts, hats, visors,
tote bags, and aprons all with the
St.Mark’s logo is available on the web
site for reasonable prices. All proceeds from the
sale of our items go towards our many Outreach projects. Contact Carol Barker for info.
T’ai Chi, an ancient meditative exercise from China, is led every Wednesday from 12:00 to 1:00 in the Parish
Hall by Carol Feezell. Dress in comfortable clothes and shoes and join
the group. Carol can answer questions at 704-691-4937 or at her web
site www.greatenergy4you.com.
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The Gaston Parish Nurse Ministry is sponsoring an Alzheimer Awareness Workshop,
Saturday, May 5 from 9-Noon at 1st Presbyterian. Call 704-864-5500 to register or for
more information.
Salvation Army Team C served dinner of
ham, potato salad, green beans, rolls, fruit
cocktail and dessert at the Shelter April 10.
The meal was much appreciated and there
was enough for seconds. Jim Barber, Carol Barker,
Troy Merritt, and Bruce Steketee served the group
and provided food with Shirley Bishop, Anne Carriel,
Jean Eaddy, Candy Grooms, Fred Hadfield, Ann Jordan, Mildren Manning, and Eleanor Martin. Once
again Cramerton Food Lion helped with the ham.
Egg Cartons Needed: Please bring your
cardboard or plastic egg cartons to church
for a project that Rosanne is helping collect.
You may leave them in the kitchen and she
will get them. Thanks.
ARC’s Kamp Kaleidoscope will again be
using St. Mark’s space this summer from
June 20th through August 2nd. Be watching for ways you can help.
Would you like to host one of the Family Services at
9:30 this summer in the parish hall? Let Polly know if
you and your family would like to help with this casual, family-friendly worship.

Parish Transitions
Baptisms - Jackson Parker, son of Amber Jackson
& Michael Parker, grandson of Judy & Jay
Jackson-Malina
Katherine Alexandra “Tooty” Gray, daughter
of Tom & Angie Gray
Transfers In - Susan Carson and son Ryan, from St.
John’s, Charlotte
Marriage - Elizabeth Ward & David Rougeau, 4/14
Deaths - Glenda Braddy, Parishioner
Curtis McIntyre, Greg’s cousin in Baltimore
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God’s Abundant Garden
An Environmental Study of Creation
June 25 through 28 (Monday through Thursday)
@ All Saints’ Facilities
A Joint-Venture of All Saints’ and St. Mark’s

We will be looking at our earth and what God expects us all to do to
help protect and sustain it. We will study water and seeds, soil and
plants, and we will participate in the All Saints Community Garden
work. We will also be looking at the efforts around the world to help
people have clean water and healthy food as part of God’s creation
for all. Children ages 4 through 4th grade are welcome to participate. Registration forms are in Polly’s office and there are lots of
ways to help during the week including teaching a class, music,
crafts, food, activities, and worship! Join in the fun and learning.
Episcopal Church Women’s News

All women

are part of the Episcopal Church Women. We have an active group of women who
serve in many ways throughout the parish and all women are welcome to all ECW activities.

•

2 Circle groups meet each month for Bible study and fellowship with other women:

•

The Daytime Circle is the 1st Monday at 10:30 am at Covenant Village. Betsy Steketee coordinates the group and Polly Redd is finishing a study of the Old Testament. The last meeting
before summer is May 7th and the program is on the time from the Babylonian Exile to Jesus.

•

The Evening Circle meets the 1st Tuesday at 7 pm in the Balthis Room for dessert and Bible
study. The next meeting is May 1st and the study is Ruth and Naomi, Biblical in-laws.

The General ECW meeting will be Sunday, May 6th following the 10:30 service. Bring a
salad of any type to share with the group. Dessert and beverage will be provided. Mary Ann
Ransom, the ECW President of the Diocese of Western North Carolina, will be our guest.
She will speak on the Church Periodical Club (CPC) and other work of women in our state.

•

•

We are having our used book sale to raise funds for CPC. Bring your books, puzzles, videos, or games to the Balthis Room for the sale. Nancy Brewbaker is in charge of our sale,
which will run for 3 weeks in May.
Remember to bring your change for the Miles of Pennies collection each week and keep
putting your pennies with your thanksgivings in your Blue UTO boxes. Women may also continue to support all ECW’s ministry by sending in their contributions (that used to come in
small blue envelopes each month) to the church office marked for “ECW”.

•
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Outreach has always been an important part of
who we are at St. Mark’s. Below you will find information on how to get involved in the areas
of outreach we currently support. Contact the
person listed or speak to a member of the team
on Sunday mornings. New ideas are welcome.

OUTREACH

The Ministry of Outreach
Ministry Support Leader - Mike Janik
Vestry Liaison: Michelle Jarbeau
Ministry Support Team - Mike Janik, Troy Merritt, Christi Jolley,
Bill Seabrook, Trish Campbell, Wendela Correia
Ministries w/ Contact Person
Nursing Home Birthdays
Troy Merritt

Salvation Army
Brook Crawford

Gaston Faith Network
Bill Seabrook

With Friends
Tuga Adams

Elementary School

Crisis Assistance

Habitat for

Interfaith Hospitality

Backpack Program

Ministry (CAM)

Humanity

Network (IHN)

Christi Jolley

Hal Domenico

Greg Montgomery

Ann & Jimmy Jordan

Ministry Descriptions:
Nursing Home Birthday Ministry: Birthdays of residents at local nursing homes are celebrated monthly
with a bud vase with a flower, a prayer, and hymns. The group currently operates at Abingdon, which
provides cake and ice cream for the event.
Salvation Army: Several times a month people from St. Mark’s provide, prepare and serve meals for
those in need served at the Salvation Army Shelter. There are groups that serve both dinner and breakfast several times during the month.
Gaston Faith Network is a group of active clergy and others working to build relationships across religious lines despite denominational differences. The group meets monthly to encourage congregations
and clergy and to energize the community through the inspiration of shared faith traditions.
With Friends is a service that provides counseling and shelter for homeless teenagers and homeless
teenage mothers. Various fundraising and awareness events are held during the year.
Elementary School Backpack Program: St. Mark’s is part of a group that provides identified children with
nutritious, child-friendly food when other resources, such as their school meals programs, are not available. Backpacks are loaded with prescribed items to cover a weekend or longer and are discreetly distributed to the participating children at community centers or schools on Fridays and before holidays.
Crisis Assistance Ministry (CAM): CAM is an organization that provides emergency food, shelter and
clothing assistance and advocacy for people in financial crisis. Volunteers are always needed to help at
their center and regular food and clothing drives are held each year.
Habitat for Humanity: Habitat is a non-profit, non-denominational housing ministry. St. Mark’s has for
many years paired with the Presbyterian community to build a house each fall for a deserving family.
Interfaith Hospitality Network (IHN): In coordination with others in the Gaston faith community, IHN provides food and shelter by hosting families for a week at a time when they have lost their housing.
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YOUTH NEWS
April

and May are months that
have several breaks because of
school schedules and lots of great
activities. The Spring Cookout,
which was on April 22, is one of
those and a great time was had, even with rain.
There are plans for a Service Project with the
Holy Angels group. April 29th leave after
church and grab a fast-food lunch (bring $);
pick up will be there at 3 pm. A second Service
Day will be on May 27th (details to come).
June 3rd is our Annual Youth Sunday Celebration and both Club 45 and EYC May 6th will
be discussion of that event and what will happen. Be sure to be at the May 6 meeting.
May 13 EYC will meet for dinner and program.

HERE’S YOUR CHANCE TO GRAB A NICE BUTT!!
The Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s
Famous Butt Sale
Friday, May 18
$30.00 per 5-7 lbs. cooked (pork) butt
Preorders will be taken the Sundays before!
Pick up is Friday 4:30-7pm or
Sunday Morning in Church Kitchen!
Fundraiser for Youth Ministries!

May 20 the group will go to Rankin
Lake Park for disc golf and a hotdog dinner.
As activities wind down toward Youth
Sunday and summertime, be sure to keep EYC
meetings as an important part of your week.
Your presence is important to the life of the
group.
For more information on any activity or project,
contact Fr. Greg, Rebecca Adams, or Tom Gray.

CONGRATULATIONS TO
ALL OUR GRADS!!
High School:
Will Campbell, son of Steve &
Trish, from Ashbrook, to UNCC
Sam Galvin, grandson of Jean & Brooks
Eaddy, from Rose HS, Greenville, NC,
to ECU
Laura Hoerning, daughter of Tom & Ann,
granddaughter of Ed & Carol, from
Myers Park, Charlotte, to UNC-CH
Gibson Montgomery, son of Greg & Karen,
from Woodberry Forest School, VA,
to University of Virginia
Coralie Watts, daughter of John & Kenna,
from Forestview, to Duke
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7

6

Last Sunday

Pentecost

12-3:30 EYC SvcP

27

4-6:30 EYC,Rankin

School & Breakfast
Vestry following
Church

20

5pm-EYC

12:15 DOK

Mother’s Day

13

Lunch & Program

Memorial

Office Closed

Day

28

21

14

10:30, @ Covenant
Village
& Brotherhood
Meeting
4-6:30 Club45 /EYC

Daytime Circle

Mon thru Thurs
beginning 5/7
Morning Prayer
will be said each
day: Contemplative
@ 8am, MP @ 8:15,
Scripture Response 8:30-9

Sundays:
8am-HE I
9:00 Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School
(til 5/20)
10:30-HEII
EYC/Club 45 as
listed

12:15 ECW

Mon

Sun
7-9pm Aikido

7-9pm Aikido

7-9pm Aikido

29

22

7-9pm Aikido

7-9pm Aikido

15

8

7pm-Evening Circle.
in Balthis

1

Tue
Noon T’ai Chi

Noon T’ai Chi

30

Noon T’ai Chi

Noon T’ai Chi

23

6:30 & 7 Choirs

16

6:30 & 7 Choirs

Noon T’ai Chi

9

3:30 Monthly
Covenant Eucharist
6:30 & 7 Choirs

2

Wed
7-9pm Aikido

7-9pm Aikido

Ascension Day

7-9pm Aikido

7-9pm Aikido
7pm-OSL Healing
Service

31

(OSL @ All Saints)

24

Blood Drive 1-6pm
7-9pm Aikido
7pm-OSL Healing
Service

17

7pm-OSL Healing
Service

10

7pm-OSL Healing
Service

3

Thu
3pm-Abingdon

Fri

Brotherhood

Diocesan

Acolyte

19

12

M&M Conference,
Trinity Church,
Asheville 9-3

5

Sat

25

26

Pork Butt Sale Pick- Training 10-11:30
up 4:30-7 pm and
4pm-?All Saints
on Sunday morning 50th Anniversary
BBQ

18

11

Birthday Ministry

4

May 2012

May Schedule of Sunday Lay Servers
Vestry Person Responsible for May Lock-Up - Tina Queen
May 6, 2012

Easter V

May 20, 2012

Easter VII

Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Mary Stamey; 10:30 Jay
Barnes, Pete Brake, Chris Christy (C)

Layreaders: 8:00 Liz Willett, Pat Townsend; 10:30
Claude Hueitt, Liz Domenico, Fred Hadfield (C)

Ushers: Rebecca & Greg Adams

Ushers: Blaine & Cookie Rudisill

Acolytes: Alex Campbell, Ally Adams, Sophia Varriale

Acolytes: Stewart Butt, Duncan & Valerie Queen

Greeters: Steve & Trish Campbell

Greeters: Patt McRoberts, Jean Eaddy

Children’s Chapel: Polly & Jim Redd, Eli Dills
Nursery: Heather & Tripp Griffin

Children’s Chapel: Terri Williamson, Travis & Colby
Feezell

Breakfast: Dale Ward & Claude Hueitt

Nursery: Chris & Julie Christy

Coffee Hour: Jean Eaddy

Breakfast: Jim Redd
Coffee Hour: TBA

May 13, 2012

Easter VI

Layreaders: 8:00 Jim Redd, Vicki Caudill; 10:30 Chad
Barker, Paul Johnstone, Joe Saunders (C)
Ushers: Don & Pat Miller
Acolytes: Coralie Watts, Thomas & Sophi Jolley
Greeters: Brock & Emelyne Wellons
Children’s Chapel: Christy Jolley, Marcia & Ethan
Throwerl

May 27, 2012

Easter VIII

Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Judy Maloney; 10:30
Alex Williamson, Brenda Gilbert, David
Burns(C)
Ushers: Candy & Tim Grooms
Acolytes: Austin Biles, Christina & Jackson Vaughn
Greeters: Jim & Anne Carriel

Nursery: Kenna Watts & Penny Barker

Children’s Chapel: Julie Christy, Ethan Barker

Breakfast: Russ Tiller

Nursery: Tom & Angie Gray

Coffee Hour: Trish Campbell

Coffee Hour: Carol Feezell

IMPORTANT
PLAYGROUND
INFORMATION

Morning Prayer
Offered Daily

As we go to print, the playground is Beginning Monday, May 7th
making progress to hopefully be
completed by the April 29th picnic.
Please be very careful using any
equipment before it is done.
As a policy, please remember that:

and running through the
summer, St. Mark’s will offer Morning Prayer in the
church on the weekdays,
Monday through Thursday.

1. Children should not be on the playground dur- The schedule will be:
ing church services.

•

2. At least one adult needs to be with children on
•
the playground for security at all times.

Contemplative Prayer at 8:00 am
Morning Prayer at 8:15 am

3. Children should always be escorted to the area, • A Lectionary Response and Discussion
in Balthis from 8:30 to 9:00 am.
not allowed to go out alone, as it is an active
parking lot and access is open to our downtown The current Wednesday Bible Study and
area and a main street.

Eucharist will not meet through the sum-

Thank you for helping us keep everyone who uses mer months.
our facilities safe and secure at all times.
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ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

Camp Henry for 2012
June 17-23: Senior High
June 24-30: Grades 3-5
July 1-7: Grades 6-8
July 8-10: Parents w/1st Timers (K-3)
& Camp Henry Service Camp (10th12th)
July 11-14: Mini Camp (Grades 2-3)
July 15-21: Grades 4-6
July 22-28: Grades 7-9

Summer will be here soon and Camp
Henry is filling up fast. Registration
forms are available in the church office.
Camp price goes up this week, so get
registered & let the office know asap.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Our Altar is decorated on Sundays with flowers which are
given by up to 3 families in
memory of or in honor of a
loved one or an occasion. You
may sign up in the book by the elevator
to give flowers for a particular date. The
cost is $43.00 per donation and special
requests for type or color of flowers used
are accepted for an additional cost, if applicable. Altar flowers are generally sent
to the hospital or to our shut-ins. Green
plants are used when there is no donation and during Lent. Available dates in
May are May 20 and 27th. If you would
like more information about how to give
altar flowers on a Sunday, call the church
office and speak to either Jean or Trish.
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