ST MARK’ S EPISCOPAL CHURCH
CALLED TO BE CHRIST CENTERED
Touching Lives + Transforming Hearts + Teaching God’s Word
On July 13, 1877, the first service
of record for what was later to become St. Mark’s Parish was conducted by the Rev. William
Robards Wetmore, who pedaled a
bicycle from Lincolnton to be here.
During the parish’s formative
years, services were held in the old
Academy on the north side, as well
as City Hall and the old YMCA
building on Main Avenue and
South Street.
A church building was erected on
West Long Avenue and was consecrated November 20, 1903, by the
Rt. Rev. Junius M Horner. St.
Mark’s officially became a parish
in 1915 with an enrollment of 74
communicants.
The present location of St. Mark’s
was acquired and converted in
1948 and the Parish Hall added in
1955. Upgrades with additional
meeting space were done in 2005
and our playground was added in
2012.

Join the Vestry and others as we hear about
all the activities and opportunities to minister in our parish and beyond. There is
something for everyone on almost any day.
Come see where you fit into God’s plan.

st
Pa

lC
ora

ar

Outrea
c h Op
portun
ities

s
ram
g
ro
eP

Hospit

ality

St. Mark’s Episcopal Church
258 W. Franklin Blvd.

Formatio

Gastonia, NC 28052
704-864-4531
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www.stmarksgastonia.org
The Rev. Shawn Griffith, Rector
The Rev. Greg McIntyre, Asst. Rec.
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(on Sabbatical)
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There will be lots to see & do:

Mrs. Julia Bozarth, Dir. of Music

•

People to talk to and
Informational Handouts

Mrs. Trish Anderson, Bus. Admin.

•

Food & Fellowship

Mrs. Jean Eaddy, Office Admin.

•

Sign-up Opportunities

•

Secret Raffle w/ Prizes

Mrs. Polly Redd, Dir. of Christian
Formation & Communication
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Worship Services
Sundays (through Nov)
8:00 am Eucharist
Rite I with sermon & music,
Morning Prayer 5th Sundays
9:00 am Breakfast
9:30 Sunday School classes
10:30 am Eucharist
Rite II with sermon & music,
with Children’s Chapel

Weekday Services
8:00 - 9:00 am Monday Thursday, Morning Prayer

From the Rector:

Sunday after our service I had a wonderful experience. I was meeting with a new family to discuss baptizing their young son. We
were in the sanctuary and I noticed Pete Brake meeting in the balcony with 11 people interested in starting our EfM group. As the
new family said goodbye, I became aware of 3 other meetings going on at the same time, one planning for the upcoming ministry
fair, one meeting to review our security plans for the congregation
and our pastoral care group offering blood pressure screening in
the Balthis Room. I stood in the hall for some time with a smile on
my face and thanked God for all that God is doing in our midst.
I want everyone to know that there are plenty of opportunities to
deepen your relationship with God here in our parish:
•

During coffee hour two young adults approached me wanting
to explore the idea of starting another Bible study.

•

Earlier this week I dropped by the Daughters of the King as
they were beginning their new study for four new women.

•

The number of people who have gone to Cursillo is growing
every year and they come back looking for ways to be involved
in the 4th Day.

•

Our Wednesday night Bible Study and the Belmont Bible Study
group are as strong as ever as we kick off a new year of Old
Testament learning.

•

We have two women’s Circle groups who have monthly Bible
study: the Covenant Circle looking this year at Paul’s ministry
to spread the Gospel, and the Tuesday Evening Circle looking
at how we as women live out our faith.

•

The Brotherhood of St. Andrew is planning their fall fundraiser
to provide scholarships for our youth to attend Camp Henry.

•

The playground is all but complete.

•

The nursery is getting a fabulous makeover.

•

We have received a very generous donation from Eleanor Martin
given before her death to install a new sound system to enhance our worship experience.

•

After a long “hiatus” our Club 45 and EYC offer a growing
youth program for middle and high school students.

3:30 pm 1st Wednesday of
the month, Covenant Village
4:30 pm Wednesday Bible
Study group with Eucharist
at 6:00 pm
7:00 pm 1st Thursday HE
w/Healing, Order of St. Luke

Holy Baptism is the main
way you become a member
of the Episcopal Church.
Baptisms are held during
Sunday worship 4 times a
year: All Saints (Nov), Epiphany (Jan), the Saturday before
Easter Day, and the Day of
Pentecost. Baptism may be
scheduled by contacting the
clergy or the office. The Rite
of Confirmation occurs when
our Bishop visits and is an
adult affirmation of faith.
Speak to the clergy about
becoming a member of St.
Mark’s by baptism, confirmation or to transfer your letter
from another church.

Things that our vestry and ministry leaders are working on include
replacing the lighting in the sanctuary, repairing the damage to
our stained glass windows that has occurred over the years, and
continuing to beautify our columbarium. Our outreach ministries
continue to serve our community and are a central part of who we
are as a church, as well as inviting others into the knowledge of
God’s love. Our work with CAM, Salvation Army, Meals on Wheels,
With Friends, and others offers much to those beyond our doors.
I have another smile on my face when I consider how blessed we
are to be called to this place at this time. Thanks be to God.
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RETREATS for a
RETREAT IV
A fundraising event
across WNC to benefit
LAKE LOGAN EPISCOPAL CENTER
Sunday, September 30, 4-6 pm
in Asheville and Highlands
or
Sunday, October 7, 4-6 pm
in Hayesville
Live Music! Open Bar! Hors d’oeuvres!
Silent Auction! Grand Prize Drawing!
GRAND PRIZE: St. Barth’s Villa Vacation
A weeklong stay for 2 with $500 travel $!
A Wide Variety of Auction Items to bid on
at both parties, featuring weekends, golf
outings, artwork, and much more!
For details go to www.lakelogan.org
Michelle Jarbeau has tickets for $75 each
for the Grand Prize drawing and admission to a party. Help support our camp &
conference center. Buy a ticket.

Youth activites are already
“hopping” at St. Mark’s. A
group of 10 youth already
attended the Diocesan EYC
Splash on August 19 in Black
Mountain and several are
planning to attend the Beginning in the Middle
Retreat at Valley Crusis September 14-16.
Club 45 will meet on the 2nd Sunday of each
month at 4 pm followed by dinner at 5 pm with
the older kids. EYC (those in grades 6-12) will
meet Sundays, generally for dinner at 5 pm
with an activity from 5:30-6:30.
September begins with a cookout for both
groups on Sunday, September 9, 4-6 pm at the
Greg Dills home. All 4th through 12th students
and their families are invited. Please bring a
side dish to share & your calendars.
September 23 - Ultimate Frisbee, Disc Golf, & a
Picnic 3-5:30 pm @ Goat Island, Cramerton
September 30 - Community Service Project, coordinated by Christi Jolley, 12-3:30 pm.

DAUGHTERS OF THE KING NEWS
Penny Barker, Carol

Barker, Pat Miller and Sharon McElveen began the study to become Daughters of the King in a service of
dedication in June. They meet regularly with other members of
the chapter to discern their call to this order of prayer and service.

On June 27, Brenda Gilbert and Nancy Brewbaker went to Indianapolis, Indiana to represent the Diocese of Western North Carolina with over 500 other Daughters from around the world for the 45th
DOK Triennial. The theme was “Looking to Jesus and spreading his love each and every day”. The
Order has over 25,000 members in the US and 7,000 chapters overseas. Our
province (IV) is the largest and the newly elected national president of Daughters is our own Pam Runyon from Hickory. Daughters were asked to bring
items for the Indianapolis Julian Center which provides a safe place for those
touched by domestic violence and a large van and several cars were needed to
deliver all the socks, books, toiletries and hair products given. Junior Daughters in attendance also helped cook breakfast for the children at the center and
went on a field trip to the zoo with them. We had the pleasure of meeting
daughters from Malawi, Jerusalem, Haiti, and our companion diocese of Durgapur (see picture). They shared their unique challenges and triumphs as members of an order rich in the desire to share Jesus Christ with others. It was a
truly an exciting time to be part of this order that continues to look to Jesus
and to spread his love each and every day.
Brenda Gilbert
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Office Hours The office is closed Fridays but
messages are checked. If you have a pastoral
emergency, contact Shawn at 704-718-7034 or
Greg at 828-230-7617.
St. Mark’s Nursing Home Birthday
Ministry is the 1st Friday of the
month at 3:00 pm when we bring
flowers and a card to Abingdon Place
residents with birthdays during the month. The
group shares a Bible story, along with cake and
ice cream. If you would like to be part of this
ministry, contact Troy Merritt (704-604-3636).
Salvation Army Team C members
Jim Barber, Fred Hadfield, and
Bruce & Betsy Steketee served dinner at the Shelter on Tuesday, July
10. The street crowd was small,
but the in-house group showed the Shelter was
full. There were 2 or 3 families with young children, including a sweet ballerina in a pink tutu.
Thank you to the servers, plus Carol Barker,
Shirley Bishop, Anne Carriel, Jean Eaddy, Candy
Grooms, Ann Jordan, Mildred Manning, and Eleanor Martin who provided food. And thank you
to the Salvation Army kitchen staff for sending
Fred home with a birthday cake since he spent
his birthday there. If you are interested in being part of a Salvation Army Team, contact
Brook Crawford (brookcrawford@live.com).
Tai Chi starts back up September 12th
from noon to 1 pm. Contact Carol Feezell
@ 704-824-5041 for information.

Children’s Aikido Club: After a very successful first year, we invite children ages 8 and
older to join us on Tuesday nights from 7-8 to
learn this traditional Japanese art. Classes are
free and are tailored to the individual ability level,
from brand new students to those working on 2nd
level
grading.
Contact
Dan
Gilbert
at
d.gilbert@yahoo.com if you have questions or stop
by a Tuesday night class. Adults are welcome too on
Tuesdays from 8-9 and Thursdays from 7-9.
Gaston County Faith Network Annual
Meeting is September 25, 11:45-1:15, at
Holy Trinity Lutheran Church. Several people
from the faith and health community will speak and
John Rosemond will be the Keynote on “Parenting
with Love and Leadership”. Cost is $7 and seating is
limited. For reservations contact Bill Seabrook at
mrsea9332@aol.com.
Phone Directories: The office has had several requests recently for phone directories. If you want
one, it can be emailed to you or a copy can be sent
or picked up. Contact Trish if you need one,
tga@stmarksgastonia.org or 704-864-4531,xt 1.
Lutheran Chapel Memorial Church invites you
to “The Art of Marriage: Getting to the Heart
of God’s Design”, on October 19-20, beginning at 7 pm Friday night. Cost is $35 for this video/discussion program. For information contact Johnny Carpenter @ 704-575-9901.
Faith & Health Ministries reminds you that
Blood Pressure screenings and other health related information are available the last Sunday
of each month. Reba Childers is our contact.

Parish Transitions

Wednesday Bible Study resumes September 12 at 4:30 followed
by Eucharist at 6:00 pm. The group
will study Genesis. The Belmont Bible Study
Group will begin soon. Contact Fr. Shawn if you
are interested in this group’s monthly schedule.

Births - Sofia Carolina Correia, born July 27 in
Denver, CO, grandchild of Wendela & Tony
Correia

If you make a pledge to St. Mark’s, you
will be receiving a YTD pledge statement either electronically or snail mail
in the next couple of weeks. We recently transitioned to a new database system and
have been unable to send the usual quarterly
statements. Please look over your statement
when it arrives and if you have any questions or
concerns, contact Trish Anderson at 704-8644531/xt1 or tga@stmarksgastonia.org or Fred
Hadfield, Church Treasurer at 704-866-9334 or
gfnc39@carolina.rr.com.

Deaths - Mary Camille Correia, Tony’s mother, in
Massachusetts
A. C. Erwin, long time St. Mark’s Sexton, on
July 14
Eleanor Martin, long time parishioner, on
August 15
Ruth Loftin, step-mother of Judy Hobbs, on
August 20
Genie F. Carson, mother of Tom Carson,
Syracuse, NY, 8/30
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Transfer In - Walter Lassiter, from St. Andrew’s,
Charlotte

Please use Joe Saunders’ cell 704-214-7033.
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School Tools for
Gaston County Children

The 21st Annual Holy Angels Carolina

This fall we are again being
asked to help provide school
supplies for children at Gardner Park and
Sherwood. If you want to donate any
school supplies, bring them to the yellow
bin by the door. Bookbags are especially
needed, but any supply helps. Many
thanks.

Classic Golf Tournament
Monday, September 17
Pine Island Country Club
For more information contact:
Jennifer Sheely
704-825-4161

Nursery Update
Paint is going on the walls and

St. Mark’s is on Facebook!
“Like” us by going to:
www.facebook.com/
StMarksEpiscopalChurchGastonia

Watch the group page for a daily devotional prayer and for news and
pictures you can use.

toys and furniture are being
washed and evaluated. Some
items are going to With Friends and some
will stay. If you would like to donate to this
project, Toys-R-Us has our “Wish List”
(#2620316253238) with items large and
small. We would also love copies of your
favorite children’s books to read, with a
note inside as to who gave the book and a
dedication, if desired. All donations are
greatly appreciated. Speak to Donna Taylor
and Cathy Young if you have questions.

Episcopal Church Women News

When someone tells me, “We don’t have an ECW,” or “The ECW doesn’t

do anything,” I
like to remind them that ECW isn’t what we do; it is who we are. If you are a woman
who attends an Episcopal Church, you are an ECW. We are the backbone of the church
and are always doing something. We are not a club, but we do have parish, diocesan,
provincial, and national boards to provide leadership, training and resources within the
church. What we are is priests, deacons, organists, Sunday school teachers, nursery volunteers,
vestry members, wardens, treasurers, Altar Guild members, UTO or CPC Coordinators, Daughters
of the King, youth chaperones, choir members, and wedding coordinators. We launder sheets, bake
bread, order wine and wafers, arrange flowers, make coffee, fold bulletins, support seminarians,
sort clothes and food, serve meals, and visit hospitals. It does not matter if we are a guild, a circle,
a ministry or an auxiliary. We are all Episcopal Church Women. May we continue to grow in God’s
Grace. (Taken from an article in the ECW Communiqué, by Charlotte Cox, Diocese of Colorado)
The Evening ECW Circle resumes meetings on Tuesday, September 11 for wine, dessert and Bible
study with discussion. We begin at 7 and are over by 8 for those whose children are in Aikido. This
month we will be talking about finding balance and being off balance. The group generally meets
the 1st Tuesday of the month but changes in September for Labor Day.
The Daytime Circle meets at Covenant Village on Monday, September 10 when they will be studying the life and writings of the Apostle Paul. The group usually meets the 1st Monday but changes
in September for Labor Day. All women are welcome to either or both groups.
Church Periodical Club helps us use up all those pennies by collecting for Miles of Pennies in a jar
in the Narthex. Remember to bring your change each week as we work on our 2nd mile of
$822.00.
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As humans we learn all the time. Formation is
the way we learn about our faith and improve
our relationship with God. There are many
ways we are “formed” which differ from being
“educated”. Read on to find the way to help
you on your spiritual journey.

CHRISTIAN FORMATION

“They will know we are Christians by our love, by our love”

I recently read several articles about how we tell people about our faith. People have talked
about being Episcopalians and yet feeling that 1) they don’t know their Bible like their Baptist friends, or 2) they don’t know what to say when someone asks if they have been saved.
Do you often think about WWJD? These questions seem to center around a “law versus
grace” discussion. Is our faith something we do, feel, experience, and can articulate? Or is
our faith the gracious gift of God as seen in the person and faithfulness of Jesus? If we are
vulnerable to people who question whether or not we are “real” Christians, then we need
formation groups to help us personally experience the love of God in Jesus and act upon
that love in authentic ways. By being part of the practice of formation, both in classes and
in our worship, we learn to use the language of faith that describes who we are and what
we believe. I invite each and every member of St. Mark’s to find a way to experience the
presence of God in your life through the practice and sharing of formation with others.
And may we collectively welcome those who are seeking a deeper relationship with God to
be part of our journey. That is WJWD in my opinion.
Below I have descriptions for a variety of formation opportunities at St. Mark’s I hope you
will find the one that helps you experience the love of God.
Polly Redd
Sunday Mornings

Adult Groups

and youth this year will focus on Old Testament figures and their stories, from Adam & Eve through Solomon. The
4th & 5th graders will focus on Moses and the Exodus.

EfM-This is an intense weekly study group that begins
with the Old Testament and
includes discussion and theological reflection. Pete
Brake coordinates EfM.

Children
Adults

will gather together the first week to talk about the
scheduling discussion that is happening. Then there will be 2
groups, Java & Jesus which focuses on the Sunday lessons and
how it applies today, and the Adult Forum which is planning to
study the book Christianity After Religion by Diane Butler Bass.
Chad Barker and the clergy coordinate the adult program.

Other Opportunities
Circle-Women gather monthly in 2 groups for fellowship and to study a Bible topic. They are described on
page 5 under ECW.
Bible Study meets Wednesdays at 4:30. They are
studying Genesis and have lively discussions.
Daily Office is said Monday through Thursday from
8-9 and includes a time for discussion of the lessons.
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DOK-An order of women
committed to a life of prayer
and service to spread the
kingdom, that meets monthly for prayer and study. Edna
Forbes is DOK President.
Brotherhood of St. AndrewA group of men who work to
the spread of the kingdom
of God to our youth. They
meet monthly for study and
fellowship. Mark Taylor is
president.
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Pictures from the Mission Trip - June 26-30
Stewart Butt
Jackson Cloninger
Ryan Carson
Austin Biles
Duncan Queen
with several adults
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Mon

10

EYC Community Service Day,
more info to follow

30

Parish Ministry
Fair after both services; No SS; BP
Checks; 3-5:30 EYC
to Goat Island

23

church
No EYC Activity
MidBEGINNINGdle

16 Vestry after

11

24

17

25

18

10:30 Covenant
7pm-Evening
Circle Group
Circle Group

9Homecoming

Sunday-Activities
Begin, Potluck
Lunch for All /DOK
4-6 45/EYC @ Dills

Closed, No Morning
Prayer

Family Service in
Parish Hall; Beginning in the Middle
deadline

Tue
Tuesday & Thursday
7-9pm Children &
Adult Aikido Classes

2Last Week of 9:30 3 Labor Day Office 4

Sundays (starts 9/9) Morning Prayer 88am HEI
9am Monday9am Breakfast
Thursday
9:30 SS
10:30 HEII
pm EYC/Club 45

Sun

6

Thu

7

Fri

Healing @ St.
Mark’s

26

Healing @ All Saints

27OSL-HE w/

4:30 Bible Study/ 6 meeting with no
pm HE
service)

Tai Chi @
noon
4:30 Bible Study/
6 pm HE

8

1

28

21

ginning in the Middle Retreat for 6th8th @ Valle Crusis

29

22

Sat

Ministry Fair
Set-up 2 pm

137pm-OSL HE w/ 14 Diocesan Be- 15

19Tai Chi @ noon 20(OSL study

Chi Classes begin
4:30 pm– Bible
Study group followed by HE @

1212noon-1 Tai

(OSL study meet3 pm Abingdon
Covenant Eucharist ing with no service) Birthday Ministry
Service

5 3:30 pm-

Wed

September 2012

September Schedule of Sunday Lay Servers
Vestry Person Responsible for September Lock-Up - Richard Martinez
September 2, 2012

Pentecost XIV

September 23, 2012

LABOR DAY WEEKEND

Pentecost XVII

PARISH MINISTRY FAIR

Layreaders: 8:00 Ed Hoerning, Judy Malina;
10:30 Ann & Dale Ward, Brenda Gilbert

Layreaders: 8:00 Jim Redd, Vicki Caudill; 10:30
Pete Brake, Chris Christy, Alex Williamson

Ushers: Duane Pendleton

Ushers: Debbie Brake, Patt McRoberts

Acolyte: Harry Tiller
Greeters: Jeanna Tiller

Acolytes: Stewart Butt, Jackson Cloninger,
Thomas & Sophi Jolley

Nursery: Julie & Chris Christy

Greeters: Tina Queen, Mary Carter Butt

Coffee Hour: TBA

Breakfast/Coffee Hour: Ministry Fair Committee
Nursery: Jeremy and Morgan McCarey

September 9, 2012

Pentecost XV

HOMECOMING/SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS
Layreaders: 8:00 Jeff Bozarth, Judy Maloney;
10:30 Jay Barnes, Mike Janik, Paul
Johnstone
Ushers: Candy and Tim Grooms

Children’s Chapel: Julie Christy, Kristen & Zach
Major
September 30, 2012

Pentecost XVIII

Layreaders: 8:00 (Morning Prayer) Liz Willett, Ed
Hoerning; 10:30 Joe Saunders, Ann
Jordan, John Anderson

Acolytes: Reynolds and Mary K. Lyon, David John
Ushers: Don and Pat Miller
Major, Clay Williamson
Acolytes: Alex Campbell, Duncan and Valerie
Greeters: Bill and Price Thrower
Queen, Jackson Vaughn
Breakfast: The Parish Committee
Greeters: Pam and Greg Dills
Nursery: Brenda and Breanna Gilbert
Breakfast: Pam and Greg Dills
Coffee Hour: TBA
Nursery: Angie and Tom Gray
Children’s Chapel: Polly & Jim Redd, Ethan Barker
Coffee Hour: Emelyne Wellons
September 16, 2012

Pentecost XVI

Layreaders: 8:00 Liz Willett, Pat Townsend;
10:30 Fred Hadfield, Russ Tiller, David
Burns
Ushers: Rebecca and Greg Adams
Acolytes: Austin Biles, Ally Adams, Harry Tiller,
Sophia Varriale

Children’s Chapel: Terri Williamson, Debbie
Brake, Cooper Feezell

Daily Office Said Weekday Mornings

St. Mark’s offers a service of Morning Prayer in the church Monday through Thursday.
The schedule consists of:

Greeters: Walter and Judy Hobbs

•

Contemplative Prayer Time at 8:00 am

Breakfast: Don and Pat Miller

•

The Daily Office at 8:15 am

Nursery: Anna and Richard Carsner

•

A Lectionary-based Response and Discussion in the Balthis Room from
8:30 to 9:00 am for those who
can stay.

Coffee Hour: Sheila Pendelton
Children’s Chapel: Debbie Brake, Marcia
Thrower, Eli Dills

THERE WILL BE NO MORNING
PRAYER ON LABOR DAY.
St. Mark’s Newsletter - September 2012

page B

ST MARKS EPISCOPAL CHURCH

258 WEST FRANKLIN BLVD.
GASTONIA, NORTH CAROLINA 28052

IMPORTANT
PLAYGROUND
INFORMATION
Our

playground is a great addition to our campus. Please help us
all keep it a safe place.
1. Children should not be on the playground
during church services.
2. At least one adult needs to be with children on the playground for security at all
times.
3. Children should always be escorted to the
area, not allowed to go out alone, as it is
an active parking lot and access is open
to our downtown area and a main street.
Thank you for helping us keep everyone who
uses our facilities safe and secure at all
times and to the Brotherhood and Greg Dills
for getting it finished.
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ALTAR FLOWERS

Our Altar is decorated on Sundays with flowers given by up to
3 families in memory of or in
honor of a loved one or occasion. There is a sign-up book by the elevator for people to select an available date
or you may call the church office to give
flowers. The cost is $43.00 per donation
and special requests for type or color of
flowers are accepted for an additional
cost, if applicable. Altar flowers are generally sent to the hospital and our shut-ins.
Green plants are used when there is no
donation and during the season of Lent.
Jean or Trish will be glad to help you if
you need more information.
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